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SHAPING THE WORLD 
FOR THE BETTER

Jesuit education 
aims at joining 

learning and 
virtue with a faith 
that does justice.

Built on the vision of Saint Ignatius, our educational 
community seeks to develop young men and women who 
strive for a hope-filled future, shaping the world for the better, 
Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam. Our way of proceeding encourages 
young people to grow in human excellence, to be more fully 
alive to God and to act for the common good. This formation 
of the whole person develops our intellect (head), stirs our 
desires (heart), and calls us to act justly (hands).

“Jesuit education aims at joining learning and virtue with a 
faith that does justice. It means the ideal of being young men 
and women of competence, conscience, compassion and 
commitment, who know that life is only lived well when lived 
generously in the service of others.”

Peter Hans Kolvenbach SJ, 
Superior General of the Jesuits 
from 1983 to 2008
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Learning & Teaching Culture
This frames our way of proceeding. It describes how learning occurs 
through a contemporary application of Ignatian Pedagogy. Our 
culture inspires learning to be a life-long process.
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Learner & Teacher Profile
This frames the aspirations for the formation of the whole person. 
It describes the virtues of an Ignatian person, expressed through 
competencies that equip one to ‘set the world alight’.
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RATIONALE
Purpose

The Saint Ignatius’ College Learning 
and Teaching Framework forms a 
foundation to ensure student formation 
occurs through the experience of quality 
learning and teaching, now and into the 
future. It guides educators in planning, 
implementing and evaluating an authentic 
and contemporary Ignatian education. 
The framework is designed to inspire 
conversations, improve communication 
and provide a common language about 
student learning and formation among 
students, their families, the broader 
community and Ignatian educators.

The framework is centred around the 
priorities of the College’s strategic plan, 
specifically, striving for the magis. When 
describing the magis, we are seeking a 
deeper and more intricate understanding 
of oneself, that is, the expression of man 
and woman fully alive within the world. 
The framework reminds us of the ‘why’ of 
our learning and teaching, which is the 
desire to “form the young in a faith seeking 
justice.” This purpose is the infinite link 
connecting the learning culture and 
learner profile. 

Learning & Teaching Culture: Our 
Way of Proceeding

This frames the ‘how’ of learning and 
teaching, commonly referred to in Ignatian 
literature as our way of proceeding. It 
describes how learning occurs through 
a contemporary application of Ignatian 
Pedagogy. Our culture inspires learning 
to be a life-long process through the 
following core features:

• Cura personalis is care for the whole 
person, which is at the heart of the 
learning experience. Education at Saint 
Ignatius’ College is student-centred.

• The learner is first and foremost 
supported through the care offered 
under the pillars of the wellbeing 
framework: belonging, growing, 
engagement, companionship.

• The physical environment plays a 
significant role in curating the learning 
experience. Students learn through a 
variety of experiences, facilitated by a 
variety of learning spaces.

• Our Ignatian Pedagogical Paradigm 
(IPP) is akin to a cycle of inquiry model. 
As a cycle, it provides great flexibility 
to the learning and teaching process 
and can be used at various levels 
of curriculum planning (including 
disciplinary and transdisciplinary).

We are seeking a deeper 
and more intricate 
understanding of oneself, 
that is, the expression of 
man and woman fully alive 
within the world.
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Learner and Teacher Profile: 
Formation of the Whole Person

The profile frames the aspirations for the 
formation of the whole person, both the 
learner through their education and the 
teacher through the example they set. The 
profile represents:

• The importance of educating for the 
whole person, expressed through one’s 
head; where we develop our intellect, 
one’s heart; where we stir our desires, 
and one’s hands; where we are called to 
act justly.

• The competencies required for thought 
and action in our contemporary world. 
These competencies are described in 
other significant frameworks through 
language such as “Learning Assets” and 
“Capabilities”.

• Ignatian virtues describe moral 
excellence (essential for human 
excellence). These virtues are expressed 
through a person’s thoughts and 
actions, made possible by the cognitive 
and human competencies being 
developed through their learning. 

The framework represents the holistic 
view that learning is inspired through a 
culture of learning that never ends; it is 
ongoing and ever evolving. Learning is 
both an internal (reflective) and external 
(outward looking/action) experience, such 
that the expression of Ignatian virtues, 
through the competencies, will equip all 
members of our Ignatian community to set 
the world alight.



Go, set the 
world alight.

ignatius.sa.edu.au
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