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Ignatian Pedagogical Paradigm
Teaching in an Ignatian environment engages a process whereby
teachers can promote the Jesuit Mission in the classes they teach
and in the various other ways in which they interact with their
community. The educational outcomes envisaged by Ignatian
Education are the formation of students who are leaders in service,
in imitation of Christ Jesus, men and women of competence,
conscience and compassionate commitment.
The 33rd General Congregation of the Society of Jesus outlined an
approach to Jesuit ministries to ensure an authentically Ignatian
style. The General Congregation referred to the Society’s traditional
“way of processing”, which called for a review of all the Society’s
ministries, both traditional and new:
Such a review includes: an attentiveness to the Word of
God, an examen and reflection inspired by the Ignatian
tradition; a personal and a communitarian conversation
necessary in order to become “contemplatives in action”; an
effort to live indifference and availability that will enable us
to find God in all things; and a transformation of our
habitual patterns of thought through a constant interplay of
experience, reflection and action.
As we continually develop our educational structures and processes,
we are reminded of the following aims written by the previous
Father General, Peter Hans Kolvenbach SJ:
Jesuit education aims at joining learning and virtue and
developing a faith that does justice. It means the ideal of
being young men and women of competence, conscience
and compassion, who know that life is only lived well when
lived generously in the service of others. It means helping
them to discover that what they most have to offer is who
they are rather than what they have.
To do this, we recognise that the teacher’s primary role is to
facilitate the growing relationship of the learner with truth,
particularly in the matter of the subject being studied under the
guiding influence of the teacher. The teacher creates the
conditions, lays the foundations and provides the opportunities for
the continual interplay of the student’s experience, reflection and
action to occur. An Ignatian approach to teaching begins with a
clear understanding of those being taught (context) and ends with a
commitment to appraise the learning experience (evaluation).
There is neither a beginning nor an end to the way of proceeding. It
is a continual interplay between the five key elements of the
Ignatian ministry of teaching: context, experience, reflection, action
and evaluation.
Our aim is to ensure that teachers and students grow in their
understanding of the Ignatian ideals and values.
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The SACE

The SACE

The South Australian Certificate of Education (SACE) is an
internationally recognised qualification awarded to students who
successfully complete their senior secondary education (Years 10,
11 and 12).

In addition to the compulsory elements, students will choose from a
wide range of subjects and courses to earn the remaining 90 credits
to gain the SACE. These include subjects and courses from either
Stage 1 or Stage 2.
Capabilities

The SACE has been updated and strengthened to ensure it meets
the needs of students, families, higher and further education
providers, employers and the community. The SACE will help
students develop the skills and knowledge needed to succeed –
whether they are headed for further education and training,
university, an apprenticeship or entry straight into the workforce.

The following seven general capabilities underpin the SACE:


The certificate is based on two stages of achievement: Stage 1
(normally Year 11) and Stage 2 (normally Year 12). The SACE will be
awarded to students who complete the requirements of the
certificate to a particular standard. The certificate will be recognized
within the Australian Qualifications Framework.



Literacy
o text knowledge
o visual knowledge
o word knowledge
o grammar knowledge
o comprehending texts
o composing texts.
Numeracy
estimating and calculating with whole numbers
recognising and using patterns and relationships
using fractions, decimals, percentages, ratios and rates
using spatial reasoning
interpreting statistical information
using measurement.

o
o
o
o
o
o

The SACE is built around the following: The Capabilities, Literacy and
Numeracy, the Personal Learning Plan (PLP), the Research Project
(RP), Subjects and Courses. The plan is outlined in the table below.



Information and Communication Technology Capability
investigating with ICT
communicating with ICT
creating with ICT
managing and operating ICT
applying social and ethical protocols and practice when
using ICT.

o
o
o
o
o


Critical and Creative Thinking
inquiring, identifying, exploring and organising
information and ideas
o generating ideas, possibilities and actions
o reflecting on thinking, actions and processes
o analysing, synthesising, and evaluating information.

o



Personal and Social Capability
self-awareness
self-management
social awareness
social management.

o
o
o
o

To gain the certificate, students must earn 200 credits. Ten credits
are equivalent to one semester or six months’ study in a particular
subject or course.


Some elements of the SACE are compulsory. These are:
 a Personal Learning Plan at Stage 1 (usually undertaken in Year
10), worth 10 credits
 at least 20 credits towards literacy from a range of
English/English as a Second Language studies at Stage 1 and/or
2
 at least 10 credits towards numeracy from a range of
mathematics studies at Stage 1
 a major project of extended studies called the Research Project
at Stage 2, worth 10 credits
 completion of at least 60 additional credits in Stage 2 subjects
and courses.

Ethical Understanding
understanding ethical concepts and issues
reasoning in personal decision-making and actions
exploring values, rights and responsibilities.

o
o
o


Intercultural Understanding
recognising culture and developing respect
interacting and empathising with others
reflecting on intercultural experiences and taking
responsibility.

o
o
o

These seven capabilities will gradually replace the five SACE
capabilities of communication, citizenship, personal development,
work, and learning. This means that some subjects are still based on
five capabilities, while others, such as the Personal Learning Plan,
Research Practices, Research Project A, and Research Project B, are
based on the seven general capabilities.

The importance of the compulsory elements is reflected in the
requirement that students must achieve either an A, B, C or
equivalent in these subjects to complete the SACE successfully.
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The SACE

The SACE

The original five Capabilities were defined as follows:

Assessment (A – E Grades)
The College will assess students in Stage 1 (Years 10 and 11).











Communication includes knowledge and skills for
o Communicating to suit particular purposes and contexts
o Communicating within and across cultures
o Literacy, numeracy and use of information and
communication technologies
o Self expression
Citizenship includes knowledge and skills for
o Awareness of cultural identity and diversity
o Social and environmental sustainability
o Social, political, economic and legal participation
o Understanding indigenous histories and cultures
Personal development includes knowledge and skills for
o Developing purpose, direction and decision making about
the future
o Managing physical and mental health
o Reviewing and planning personal development and well
being
o Understanding personal identity
Work includes knowledge and skills for
o Developing and applying employability
o Learning, living and working in local, national and global
environments
o Responsible participation in education and training, work
and communities
o Understanding and acting in relation to individual
obligations and rights
Learning includes knowledge and skills for
o Accessing, organising and using information
o Critical, ethical, reflective thinking and enquiry
o Learning and applying knowledge and skills
o Recognising how knowledge changes over time and is
influenced by people.

In Stage 2, every subject has a 30% external assessment. These
external assessments may vary, but will include examinations,
practical performances and presentations. The College assesses the
remaining 70%. External moderators will check school-assessed
components of Stage 2 subjects to make sure results are
comparable, that is, an “A” in one school is the same as an “A” in
another school.
At Stage 1 all subjects will be graded using a five point A – E scale to
show the level of achievement. At Stage 2, a fifteen point scale A+
to E- is used. Each subject will have performance standards; this
means students will be able to see exactly what is needed to
achieve a particular grade.
University or TAFE Entry
University and TAFE entry will be determined using subject results
and grades to calculate an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank
(ATAR).
The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR)
Students need an Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) to
apply for university courses.
The Australian Tertiary Admission Rank is:

a measure of a student’s academic achievement compared to
other students

used by universities to select students who have completed
Year 12

given to students on a range from 0 to 99.95. Students
receiving an ATAR of 99.95 are the highest ranked in the State.
Calculating the Australian Tertiary Admission Rank
The university aggregate is calculated from your best scaled scores
from three 20 credit TAS plus the best outcome from the flexible
option, which is the best 30 credits of scaled scores or scaled score
equivalents from:

Literacy and Numeracy
Students must complete Stage 1 (Year 11) English and Mathematics
courses for the SACE. All Year 9 students complete national literacy
and numeracy tests to assess their skills in these areas. These tests
are important because teachers will use the results to identify
strengths or weaknesses before SACE studies commence.






Personal Learning Plan (PLP)
The Personal Learning Plan gives students the opportunity to
identify plans and goals for the future and assists them to make
informed decisions about personal development, education and
training. It is the first unit taught within the SACE and as such is
detailed in the Year 10 Subjects document.

the scaled score of a 20 credit TAS
half the scaled score of one or more 20 credit TAS
the scaled score of one or more 10 credit TAS
scaled score equivalents for Recognised Studies to the
value of 10 or the maximum of 20 credits

subject to precluded combination and counting restriction rules.
The subjects used in the calculation can only come from a maximum
of three attempts which need not be in consecutive years.

Research Project (RP)
All students will be required to complete a major project of
extended studies called the Research Project. This Project enables
students to explore an area of interest in depth, while developing
skills to prepare them for the further education, training, and work.
Students develop their ability to question sources of information,
make effective decisions, evaluate their own progress, be
innovative, and solve problems. They explore and develop one or
more capabilities in the context of their research.

The TAFE entry requirements are outlined on the website:
www.tafe.sa.edu.au.
Bonus Points
The three South Australian universities also offer bonus points to
students who successfully complete some Stage 2 subjects. For
further information please check the individual websites:

Students must achieve a C- grade or better to complete both the
PLP and Research Project subjects successfully to gain their SACE.

Adelaide University
Flinders University
University of South Australia
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www.adelaide.edu.au
www.flinders.edu.au
www.unisa.edu.au

Subject Outlines
INTRODUCTION
Each subject offered at the College is presented in a similar format:
Year 11
Length
Length of course to be taught i.e. semester (10 credits) or full year (20 credits).
Prerequisites
Preferred previous study or particular skills or interests which prepare the student for a subject.
Learning Requirements
The aims or objectives which guide learning and assessment in the subject plus the knowledge, understanding, skills, and attitudes required of
a student studying a specific subject.
Content
The topics, themes, or types of learning that occur in the subject.
Assessment
The types or categories of assessment for the subject.
There are extension courses and activities for Students of High Intellectual Potential (SHIP) and support is offered to students who experience
difficulties in the core subject areas of English, Mathematics and Science. These are all monitored by the Adaptive Education Department.
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Curriculum Chart – Years 10 to 12
Year 10

Year 11 (SACE Stage 1)

Year 12 (SACE Stage 2)

Religious Education
English
History
Mathematics
Personal Learning Plan (PLP)
Science

Arts
Art
Design
Drama
Music

Religious Education
Non-SACE
SACE

Four Units from:
Art (1 Unit)
Chinese* (2 Units)
Commerce (1 Unit)
Design (1 Unit)
Digital Technologies (1 Unit)
Drama (1 Unit)
Film and Media Studies (1 Unit)
French* (2 Units)
Geography (1 Unit)
Indonesian* (2 Units)
Italian* (2 Units)
Latin* (2 Units)
Music (1 or 2 Units)
Personal Development (1 Unit)

(10 or 20 credits)
(10 or 20 credits)

*Taught through a ‘compacted’ curriculum
mode. That is, Years 10, 11 & 12 are taught
over two years. As a result, students will
gain 10 credits of Stage One language in
Year 10.

(10 credits)

(10 or 20 credits)
(10 or 20 credits)

Business, Enterprise and Technology
Accounting
(10 credits)
Business and Enterprise
(10 credits)
Communication Products (10 or 20 credits)
Information Technology
(10 credits)
Workplace Practices
(20 credits)
Cross-Disciplinary Studies
Jesuit Service and Hospitality - Integrated
Learning (Stage 2)
(20 credits)
English
English
English Literary Studies
Essential English

(20 credits)
(20 credits)
(20 credits)

Health and Physical Education
Physical Education

Commencing at Year 10 the College offers
a Senior Years Accelerated Pathway
Program known as SYAPP

(Internal Course)

(10 credits)

Humanities and Social Sciences
Ancient Studies
(10 credits)
Economics
(10 credits)
Geography
(10 credits)
Legal Studies
(10 credits)
Modern History
(10 or 20 credits)
Philosophy
(10 credits)
Religion Studies
(10 credits)
Languages
Chinese (SYAPP - Stage 2)
French (SYAPP - Stage 2)
Indonesian (SYAPP - Stage 2)
Italian (SYAPP - Stage 2)
Latin (SYAPP - Stage 2)

(20 credits)
(20 credits)
(20 credits)
(20 credits)
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(20 credits)
(20 credits)
(20 credits)

Business, Enterprise and Technology
Accounting
(20 credits)
Business and Enterprise
(20 credits)
Communication Products
(20 credits)
Information Technology
(20 credits)
Workplace Practices
(20 credits)
Cross-Disciplinary Studies
Research Project
English
English
English Literary Studies
Essential English
Health and Physical Education
Physical Education
Health
Humanities and Social Sciences
Classical Studies
Economics
Geography
Legal Studies
Modern History
Philosophy
Religion Studies
Mathematics
Essential Mathematics
General Mathematics
Mathematical Methods
Specialist Mathematics

(10 credits)

(20 credits)
(20 credits)
(20 credits)

(20 credits)
(20 credits)

(20 credits)
(20 credits)
(20 credits)
(20 credits)
(20 credits)
(20 credits)
(20 credits)

(20 credits)
(20 credits)
(20 credits)
(20 credits)

(20 credits)

Mathematics
Essential Mathematics
(10 or 20 credits)
General Mathematics
(10 credits)
Mathematical Methods A/B
(20 credits)
Specialist Mathematics
(10 credits)
Sciences
Biology
Biology (SYAPP - Stage 2)
Chemistry
Physics
Psychology
Scientific Studies

Arts
Art
Drama
Music

(10 or 20 credits)
(20 credits)
(20 credits)
(20 credits)
(10 credits)
(10 or 20 credits)

Sciences
Biology
Chemistry
Physics
Psychology

(20 credits)
(20 credits)
(20 credits)
(20 credits)

Art

Art
Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

Prerequisites

The standard of a C+ pass or better in
Stage 1 Design or Stage 1 Art in three
areas: Visual Thinking, Practical
Resolution, and Visual Arts in Context.

Area of Study 1: Visual Thinking
Visual thinking skills for artists are integral to the creative or
problem-solving process. The concept of visual thinking includes:

the ability to view works of art — understand the visual codes
that describe, explain, analyse, interpret — and ultimately to
develop a personal visual aesthetic.

the ability to visually record — inspirations, influences, ideas,
thoughts, messages, media, analysis of works of art — using
technology, developing and refining ideas and skills, and
working towards resolution of works of art.

The broad area of Art includes both artistic and crafting methods
and outcomes, including the development of ideas, research,
analysis and experimentation with media and technique, and
resolution and production of practical work.
Visual Arts engages students in conceptual, practical, analytical, and
contextual aspects of creative human endeavour. It emphasises
visual thinking and investigation and the ability to develop ideas and
concepts, refine technical skills, and produce imaginative solutions.
An integral part of Visual Arts is the documentation of visual
thinking. Students learn to communicate personal ideas, beliefs,
values, thoughts, feelings, concepts, and opinions, provide
observations of their lived or imagined experiences, and represent
these in visual form.

Students should develop the skills to summarise, analyse, and reflect
on their visual thinking, to answer questions such as:

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS
The learning requirements summarise the knowledge, skills, and
understanding that students are expected to develop and
demonstrate through their learning.

Works can be resolved using the various practical genres of Art,
which may include, for example:
video, installation, assemblage, digital imaging, painting, drawing,
mixed media, printmaking, photography, sculpture, ceramics, and
textiles.

In this subject, students are expected to:

Practical resolution may result in a suite of works or a run of prints.

How and why has my opinion changed during the visual thinking
process?
What have I learnt about my ability to record processes visually?
What is my idea of a personal visual aesthetic?
What are the influences or inspiration for my aesthetic philosophy?
Area of Study 2: Practical Resolution

1. conceive, develop, and make work(s) of art that reflect
individuality and the development and communication of a
personal visual aesthetic

Students evaluate what they have achieved and provide insights into
how processes have affected the outcome. Students learn how to
produce a practitioner’s statement.

2. demonstrate visual thinking through the development and
evaluation of ideas and explorations in technical skills with
media, materials, and technologies

Area of Study 3: Visual Arts in Context
Students are provided with opportunities to contextualise art; that
is, to place works of art culturally, socially, and/or historically. This
can be achieved by:

experiencing or closely viewing different works

analysing and interpreting works of art solutions, to enable
students to focus their understanding by, for example,
observing and researching the artistic style; the cultural and
social customs and beliefs of the day; the availability and use of
media, materials, techniques, and technologies; the intentions,
purposes, or beliefs of the practitioner; and the artistic,
political, or economic climate of the time or place

studying the work of a practitioner and/or artistic movement.

3. apply technical skills in using media, materials, and technologies
to solve problems and resolve work(s) of art
4. communicate knowledge and understanding of their own works
and the connections between their own and other practitioners’
works of art
5. analyse, interpret, and respond to visual arts in cultural, social,
and/or historical contexts
6. develop inquiry skills to explore visual arts issues, ideas,
concepts, processes, techniques, and questions.
These learning requirements form the basis of the:

learning scope

evidence of learning that students provide

assessment design criteria

levels of achievement described in the performance standards.

ASSESSMENT
All Stage 2 subjects have a school-based assessment component and
an external assessment component.

CONTENT

School-based Assessment
Assessment Type 1: Folio (40%)
Assessment Type 2: Practical (30%)

Visual Arts – Art is divided into Three Areas:
The following three areas of study must be covered:

Visual Thinking

Practical Resolution

Visual Arts in Context

External Assessment
Assessment Type 3: Visual Study (30%)
Students should provide evidence of their learning through four to
six assessments, including the external assessment component.
Students produce:

one folio for each of the two practical works

two or three practical works, including a practitioner’s
statement for two practical works

one larger visual study.
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Drama

Drama

Length

It is recommended that students wishing to pursue Drama as a
subject in Year 12 have had experience within a Drama co-curricular
area, e.g. either a School Musical Production, Theatre Arts or
external Drama experience.

A student’s involvement in this area of study may focus on one or
more of the following:

acting

design (set, costume, make-up, lighting, sound, publicity and
promotions)

dramaturgy

front-of-house

multimedia/film and video

scriptwriting

directing

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS

Assessment Type 2: Folio (30%)

Prerequisites

Full Year: 20 Credits
Successful completion of Stage 1 Drama with a
minimum C+ grade average. Minimum C+
grade in either English Literary Studies OR
English at Stage 1.

Report
The report focuses on the student’s own experiences of making
dramatic work from the performance assessment.

The learning requirements summarise the knowledge, skills, and
understanding that students are expected to develop and
demonstrate through their learning.

Review
During the program of study, students view, review, and analyse a
range of live or recorded theatrical performances. Students have the
opportunity to use the knowledge and experience they acquire to
reflect on, and evaluate, the work they have viewed.

In this subject, students are expected to:
1.

2.

3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

develop, communicate, and apply knowledge and skills in
conceiving, developing, creating, interpreting, evaluating, and
presenting dramatic works
demonstrate and communicate knowledge and understanding
of the theories, concepts, skills, techniques, and technologies of
drama
respond to performed drama and dramatic texts in an
analytical and reflective manner, using arts-specific terminology
work both independently and collaboratively to achieve
dramatic outcomes
apply knowledge, understanding, and analysis of the
interdependent nature of drama and dramatic elements
investigate, integrate, analyse, and evaluate information,
concepts, and ideas to communicate for dramatic purposes
communicate and articulate ideas to an audience, through a
variety of forms and methods.

The folio should be a maximum of 4000 words if written or a
maximum of 20 minutes if oral, or the equivalent in multimodal
form.
Assessment Type 3: Interpretative Study (20%)
Students undertake one individual interpretative study, weighted at
20%.
Students who investigate and respond to a play-script adopt the role
of a director, actor, or designer. Students who investigate and
respond to a dramatic innovator create a question that they answer
through their study.

For this subject the assessment design criteria are:

knowledge and understanding

application

analysis

evaluation

The interpretative study should be a maximum of 1500 words if
written or a maximum of 6 minutes if oral, or the equivalent in
multimodal form.
External Assessment
Assessment Type 4: Performance (30%)

20-credit subject assessment
School-based Assessment (70%)
Assessment Type 1: Group Presentation (20%)
Assessment Type 2: Folio (30%)
Assessment Type 3: Interpretative Study (20%)

Students undertake:
either
a group performance or a related off-stage presentation
or
an individual performance or presentation.

External Assessment (30%)
Assessment Type 4: Performance (30%)

Group Performance or Related Off-stage Presentation:

School-based Assessment
Assessment Type 1: Group Presentation (20%)

Students participate in a live group performance, in an on-stage or
off-stage role, and develop an understanding of the rehearsal and
performance process.
OR

Students take part in a group presentation, but are assessed
individually. The group presentation could take a variety of forms,
including, for example, a live performance or film, a workshop, or a
tutorial. Students demonstrate their knowledge and understanding
of the play-script or dramatic innovator through the process of
practical application.

Individual Performance or Presentation:
Students undertake a live dramatic performance or presentation of
a maximum of 15 minutes in whatever practitioner role they have
chosen, to demonstrate their application of the knowledge and skills
they have acquired through their area of study.

The teacher acts as a supervisor and facilitator in this group
presentation, advising students on, and supporting their choice of,
successful strategies.
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Music

Music

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

Prerequisites

Dependent on the choice of units,
students should consult the Curriculum
Coordinator of Music to discuss the
prerequisites.

Special Performance
This unit is similar in the requirements of Solo Performance except
that students must perform only one extended work, of
approximately 15-20 minutes’ duration, for example an entire
Concerto or Sonata. A written analysis of the chosen work is also
required.
Ensemble Performance
Students will be required to work independently. The unit offers
students the opportunity to develop ensemble performance skills
through involvement in any co-curricular music ensemble or one
they have created themselves. A final moderated assessment
performance is required when students will be asked to play parts
independently.

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS
The specific aims of Stage 2 Music are:







to develop aural acuity and to acquire and apply fundamental,
functional musical knowledge and associated aural, theoretical,
harmony and notational skills;
to develop skills in the manipulation of musical ideas through
arranging and/or composing;
to develop preparation and performance skills on a chosen
instrument or voice;
to encourage the pursuit of excellence in performance or the
creation of musical ideas;
to enable students to acquire the work discipline or skills
required in the further pursuit of music as a career, in a course
of study, or as a leisure activity.

ASSESSMENT
Assessment requirements are different for each unit.

CONTENT
Students must study a core unit of either Musicianship or Individual
Study combined with one or more practical units.
Musicianship
Students study three topics:




Theory, Aural & Musical Techniques - students will develop their
aural acuity and develop skills in analysis. They will be required
to use fundamental functional music knowledge.
Harmony - following the modern harmony syllabus, students will
study the use of extended chords and their voicing in the
harmonisation of melodies in the jazz idiom.
Arranging - students are required to submit one arrangement of
32 - 40 bars length.

Individual Study
In this unit, students are given the opportunity to pursue an area of
interest not addressed by other units. There are many options; in
the past studies have ranged from building guitars to teaching
younger students to play an instrument. High personal motivation
and initiative is required for this unit, as much of the work is selfinitiated.
Composing & Arranging
Students are required to submit a folio of three or more works of
between 8-10 minutes combined length, one major work of 3
minutes and at least 2 minor works. Students may choose all
arrangements, all compositions or a hybrid. Students are also
required to submit analyses of all works.
Solo Performance
Students prepare and perform a programme of works covering 18
minutes throughout the year, with a final moderated performance
of 10-12 minutes at the end of the year.
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Musicianship (10 Credits)
1¾ hour Examination
Skills Development (two summative tests)
Arrangement

30%
30%
40%

Individual Study (10 Credits)
Final project
Journal

70%
30%

Composing/Arranging (10 Credits)
Major work and analysis
Portfolio of minor works and analyses

30%
70%

Solo Performance (10 Credits)
Two school performances
Final performance

70%
30%

Special Performance (10 Credits)
Two school performances
Final performance
Analysis

50%
30%
20%

Ensemble Performance (10 Credits)
School performances
Final performance

70%
30%

Accounting

Accounting

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

Prerequisites

No formal prerequisites

Section 3: Management Accounting
This section concerns the provision of information to internal
decision-makers for accountability and control. Reports are specific
to the needs and responsibilities of management and include
information on past, current, and estimated future positions.
Students investigate:

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS
The learning requirements summarise the knowledge, skills, and
understanding that students are expected to develop and
demonstrate through their learning.




In this subject, students are expected to:
1.
2.

3.

4.

5.
6.
7.



identify various accounting entities and the main users of
financial information;
recognise, understand, record, report, and communicate
financial information in a manner appropriate to the identified
needs of the user;
understand and apply the process required to maintain
financial information in order to report the results of business
activity;
recognise that accounting concepts and standards determine
the responsibilities and obligations of accounting entities to
report financial information;
apply identified accounting concepts and standards to generate
financial reports;
analyse and interpret financial and non-financial information
for decision-making and problem-solving;
recognise that social, legal, regulatory, and ethical issues both
influence and are influenced by business and accounting
decisions.





the types of data and information used in making decisions
the types of social and ethical issues which influence
management in decision-making
social and ethical issues which may result from accounting
decisions
how management might use accounting information in
planning and control
how accounting information might help management to
control assets and liabilities
how technology might help in the control of assets and
liabilities

ASSESSMENT
Evidence of Learning
The following assessment types enable students to demonstrate
evidence of learning in Stage 2 Accounting:
School-based Assessment (70%)
Assessment Type 1: Skills and Applications Tasks (50%)

CONTENT
Students complete five to eight skills and applications tasks, all of
which are completed under timed conditions using unseen data.
Students solve accounting problems that may: be routine, analytical,
and/or interpretative; be posed in familiar and unfamiliar contexts;
or require the appropriate use of technology.

Students are required to study the following three sections:
Section 1: The Environment of Accounting
This section provides knowledge and understanding of the role of
accounting and its entities and decision-making structures. Students
develop a conceptual understanding of:

the role of accounting

the accounting process

entities which use accounting information

internal and external users of accounting information

how accounting information is used

influences on the production of accounting information

Assessment Type 2: Report (20%)
Students undertake one analytical response to unseen data, such as
financial statements, under timed, supervised conditions of no more
than 1 hour in duration.
External Assessment (30%)

Section 2: Financial Accounting

Assessment Type 3: Examination (30%)

This section is concerned primarily with the provision of accounting
information to satisfy the needs of external and internal users, and
for accountability purposes. Students develop a working knowledge
of the dual effects that transactions have on the accounting
equation and an understanding of debit and credit and the nature of
accounts in order to record the changes that occur after each
transaction. Students investigate:

Students undertake a 2-hour examination that includes a range of
problem questions, including short-answer and extended-response
questions. Problem questions integrate the key skills, knowledge,
and understanding from all sections of the content with a focus on
the knowledge, skills, applications, analysis, and interpretation
involved in accounting practice.








the purpose of accounting reports and the information they
contain
the links between accounting reports
how financial data is organised into report format
how reports vary for different accounting entities
how accounting reports may be used
the limitations of the information in these reports
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Business and Enterprise

Business and Enterprise

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

Prerequisites

No formal prerequisites

The Business Enterprise

Reasons for establishing a business - its prime function and
mission statement

The business life cycle - establishment, growth, maturity, and
decline

Types and purposes of business plans, such as feasibility
studies, situation analyses, strategic plans, full business plans,
and budgets

Internal and external sources of finance available to business

The social role of business, including ethical and moral
responsibilities for the environment and internal and external
stakeholders such as creditors, consumers, society, employees,
employers, and government

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS
The learning requirements summarise the knowledge, skills, and
understanding that students are expected to develop and
demonstrate through their learning.
In this subject, students are expected to:
1.
2.

3.

4.

5.
6.

understand the nature, role, and structure of business and
enterprise, locally, nationally, and globally;
understand the relationship between business theory and
practice, and recognise and explain the conventions that apply
in small business;
communicate in ways that are suitable for the business
environment and for the audience and purpose, including the
use of information and communication technologies;
apply relevant business ideas and concepts such as business
planning, product development, financial management, and
marketing;
assess current trends, opportunities, and issues that have an
impact on business and enterprise;
evaluate the economic, ethical, social, and environmental
implications and consequences of business and enterprise
practices in different contexts.

Option Topics
The option topics offer focus areas and perspectives ranging from
business, finance, and marketing to the broader roles of technology,
law, and the globalisation of business and enterprise. Two option
topics will be selected from the following:







People, Business, and Work
Business and the Global Environment
Business and Finance
Business, Law, and Government
Business and Technology
Business and Marketing

CONTENT

ASSESSMENT

Stage 2 Business and Enterprise provides students with the
opportunity to undertake a theoretical and/or practical application
of business practice. The course consists of one core topic and two
option topics. The core topic provides knowledge and
understanding of business concepts and techniques as well as the
functions and processes of business organisations.

School-based Assessment (70%)
Assessment Type 1: Folio (30%) - four assessments
Assessment Type 2: Practical (20%) - one practical
Assessment Type 3: Issues Study (20%) - one issues study
External Assessment (30%)

Core Topic: The Business Environment

Assessment Type 4: Report (30%) - one report

Students will analyse the following topics:
Business in Australia

The social and economic role of business (the provision of
choice, resources, scarcity in the market economy and quality
of life)

The impact of government, households (consumers), and
financial and international sectors on Australian businesses

The nature of, and trends in, globalisation
The Nature and Structure of Business

The classification of business by sector, size, industry, and legal
structure

Forms of ownership, such as incorporated or unincorporated,
sole trader, partnership, cooperative, proprietary or public
company, trust, and statutory body - advantages,
disadvantages, and evaluation

The legal requirements for the establishment of a business

The marketing and sale of goods and services

13

Communication Products

Information Technology

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

Prerequisites

No formal prerequisites

Prerequisites

No formal prerequisites

Course

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS



At the end of the program in Stage 2 Information
Technology, students should be able to:

Communication Products

Context: Web design, graphics, photography, film and multimedia



apply and use information technology concepts with
appropriate terminology;

LEARNING OUTCOMES



explain how data is represented and transferred in computerbased systems;

Design and Technology aims to develop enterprising skills and
attributes that equip students to identify, create, initiate, and
successfully manage the development of products, processes, or
systems. They will learn to reflect on, evaluate, and build on their
achievements. The study of Design and Technology is designed to
give students the skills and knowledge to use tools materials, and
systems safely and competently, and to apply technological
processes to complete a project as individuals and in teams. It gives
students the opportunity to explore and develop technologies and
demonstrate insight into the future uses of technology. They will
critique issues and impacts of technology, including social and
ecological outcomes.



apply skills and concepts to manipulate and process data to
produce components involving complex processes;



apply information technology knowledge, skills, and problemsolving techniques to create and document user-friendly,
reliable, and accurate systems;



critically analyse the responsibilities of the developer of
systems;



critically analyse and discuss ethical use, and social impact on
individuals and society, of current and potential computerbased systems/technologies.

CONTENT

CONTENT
Information Systems
Students develop an understanding of an information system by
considering how the elements interact and impact on society. The
application of knowledge and concepts assists the developer to build
a system that meets the need of the user.

This course combines elements covered in Stage 1 Design and
Technology.
Students would concentrate on becoming proficient users of the
application software and hardware involved with multimedia
creation.

Computer and Communication Systems
Students develop an understanding of computer and
communication systems concepts that underpin computer
devices and how these apply to networks.

Students will undertake a major project using the Investigate, Plan,
Develop, and Evaluation process.
ASSESSMENT

Optional Topics

Assessment tasks include:

Relational Databases
Students construct an information system based on a relational
database that stores data efficiently in normalised tables, minimizes
file size and reduces unnecessary data entry.

Analysis and critique of an existing communication product
Multiple Skills and Applications Tasks
Minor and Major Products based on student choice
Development and Evaluative Folio

Application Programming
Programming involves instructing a computer to solve a problem in
a logical manner with the help of a programming language. Students
develop an understanding of programming by constructing a
program that accepts input from and interacts with the user to
produce outcomes.
ASSESSMENT
Two major projects - one for each optional topic
Skills tasks for each optional topic
Course work including essays
External Examination (30%)
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Workplace Practices

Workplace Practices

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

ASSESSMENT

Prerequisites

Part-time employment or participation
in VET courses would be an advantage.

Folio - 50%
Contains evidence of learning in the selected Industry and Work
Knowledge topics.

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS

Performance - 20%
Includes two assessment tasks that may take the form of a written
journal; a record of workplace/training events.

Through their learning students are expected to:






Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of industry and
work.
Develop and apply relevant work skills.
Identify and investigate processes and issues related to work,
industry, and the workplace.
Work independently and with others.
Review, and reflect and report on their experiences, abilities,
interests, and aspirations in relation to planning for work and
future pathways.

Reflection - 30%
Students review and reflect on their learning.

CONTENT
The program’s focus is on the development of the Capabilities of Work,
Personal Development and Learning. Students learn about work issues
and different work environments, particularly by participating in a
workplace environment or vocational learning, to recognise their own
role and skills in the workplace to inform planning for future pathways.
They learn to apply a range of skills to access, process, and organise
information that can be used and applied in a work-related context.
The course is delivered in a manner that will enable students to
investigate their vocational area independently. Some of the
students will complete their Workplace Performance on a weekly
basis, as part-time employment. Others will do their Workplace
Performance as Work Experience. Some may use their VET courses
as their Vocational Learning component.
The course is designed to help students gain knowledge by providing
tasks that will have relevance to their vocational area of interest and
to enable them to explore and further their knowledge of the
industry that they may work in. Students will be required to utilise a
variety of primary and secondary sources in order to expand upon
their knowledge, including local and national sources, government
and industrial agencies, employers and colleagues.
Students have the option to present their evidence of learning in a
range of formats including oral, PowerPoint, multimedia or written
form.
Students are expected to provide evidence of their learning as:
Folio: Industry and Work Knowledge
Topics: 1. Career Planning
2. Future Trends in the World of Work
3. The Value of Unpaid Work to Society
4. Worker’s Rights and Responsibilities
Vocational Learning:
Students complete at least 25 hours of Vocational Learning that could
include part-time employment, Work Experience or VET.
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Research Project
Length

Semester: 10 Credits

Prerequisites

None

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS
In this subject, students are expected to:







Generate ideas to plan and develop a research project.
Understand and develop one or more Capabilities in the
context of their research.
Analyze information and explore ideas to develop their
research.
Develop and apply specific knowledge and skills.
Produce and substantiate a research outcome.
Evaluate their research.

CONTENT
Students choose a research question that is based on an area of
interest to them. They explore and develop one or more capabilities
in the context of their research. The term ‘research’ is used broadly
and may include practical or technical investigations, formal
research, or exploratory inquiries.
The Research Project provides a valuable opportunity for students
to develop and demonstrate skills essential for learning and living in
a changing world. It enables students to develop vital planning,
research, synthesis, evaluation, and project management skills.
The Research Project enables students to explore an area of interest
in depth, while developing skills to prepare them for the further
education, training, and work. Students develop their ability to
question sources of information, make effective decisions, evaluate
their own progress, be innovative, and solve problems.
Students are expected to use the research framework as a guide to
developing their research, knowledge, skills, and ideas specific to
their research question.
Furthermore, students synthesise their key findings to produce a
research Outcome, which is substantiated by evidence and
examples from the research. They also evaluate the research
processes used and the quality of their research.
ASSESSMENT
Students will be assessed in the Research Project in three ways:
School Assessed
1. Folio - 30%
2. Research Outcome - 40%

70%

External Assessment
3. Evaluation - 30%

30%
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English

English

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

Prerequisites

The successful completion of Stage 1
English with a minimum of a C+ grade.
No prescribed knowledge is required
however an interest and good skills in
reading and writing will be an
advantage.

In Stage 2 English students read and view a range of texts, including
texts created by Australian authors. In comparing texts students
analyse the relationships between language and stylistic features,
text types, and contexts. Recognising and analysing the language
and stylistic features and conventions of text types in literary and
everyday texts influences interpretation. Through close study of
texts, students explore relationships between content and
perspectives and the text and its context.

In English students analyse the interrelationship of author, text, and
audience, with an emphasis on how language and stylistic features
shape ideas and perspectives in a range of contexts. They consider
social, cultural, economic, historical, and/or political perspectives in
texts and their representation of human experience and the world.

In the study of English, students extend their experience of language
and explore their ideas through creating their own texts, and
reading and viewing the texts of others. Students consider the
powerful role that language plays in communication between
individuals, groups, organisations, and societies. There is a focus on
ways in which language defines, shapes, and reflects relationships
between people.

Students explore how the purpose of a text is achieved through
application of text conventions and stylistic choices to position the
audience to respond to ideas and perspectives. An understanding of
purpose, audience, and context is applied in students’ own creation
of imaginative, interpretive, analytical, and persuasive texts that
may be written, oral, and/or multimodal.

Students appreciate how clear and effective writing and speaking
displays a depth of understanding, engagement, and imagination for
a range of purposes, audiences, and contexts.
Responding to Texts - Students demonstrate a critical
understanding of the language features, stylistic features, and
conventions of particular text types and identify the ideas and
perspectives conveyed by texts. This includes how language
conventions influence interpretations of texts, and how omissions
and emphases influence the reading and meaning of a text. Students
reflect on the purpose of the text and the audience for whom it was
produced.

Students have opportunities to reflect on their personal values and
those of other people by responding to aesthetic and cultural
aspects of texts from the contemporary world, from the past, and
from Australian and other cultures.
LEARNING REQUIREMENTS
In this subject, students are expected to:

Creating Texts - Students create a range of texts for a variety of
purposes. By experimenting with innovative and imaginative
language features, stylistic features, and text conventions, students
develop their personal voice and perspectives. They demonstrate
their ability to synthesise ideas and opinions, and develop complex
arguments.

1. analyse the relationship between purpose, context, and
audience in a range of texts
2. evaluate how language and stylistic features and conventions
are used to represent ideas, perspectives, and aspects of culture
in texts
3. analyse how perspectives in their own and others’ texts shape
responses and interpretations
4. create and evaluate oral, written, and multimodal texts in a
range of modes and styles
5. analyse the similarities and differences in texts
6. apply clear and accurate communication skills.

ASSESSMENT
The following assessment types enable students to demonstrate
their learning in Stage 2 English:
School Assessment (70%)
 Assessment Type 1: Responding to Texts (30%)
 Assessment Type 2: Creating Texts (40%)

CONTENT
Stage 2 English is a 20-credit subject.

External Assessment (30%)
 Assessment Type 3: Comparative Analysis (30%).

The content includes:
 Responding to Texts
 Creating Texts

For a 20-credit subject, students should provide evidence of their
learning through eight assessments, including the external
assessment component.
Students complete:
 three responses to texts
 four created texts (one of which is a writer’s statement)
 one comparative analysis.
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English Literary Studies

English Literary Studies

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

Responding to Texts

Prerequisites

The successful completion of Stage 1
English with a minimum of a B- grade.
No prescribed knowledge is required
however an interest and good skills in
reading and writing will be an
advantage.

Responding to texts consists of:
Shared Studies –

study of three texts
one extended prose text
one film text
one drama text

study of poetry

study of a range of short texts.

Stage 2 English Literary Studies focuses on the skills and strategies of
critical thinking needed to interpret texts. Through shared and
individual study of texts, students encounter different opinions
about texts, have opportunities to exchange and develop ideas, find
evidence to support a personal view, learn to construct logical and
convincing arguments, and consider a range of critical
interpretations of texts.

Comparative Text Study – this study involves the comparative study
of two texts: one from the shared studies and the other
independently chosen by the student.
Creating Texts

English Literary Studies focuses on ways in which literary texts
represent culture and identity, and on the dynamic relationship
between authors, texts, audiences, and contexts. Students develop
an understanding of the power of language to represent ideas,
events, and people in particular ways and of how texts challenge or
support cultural perceptions.

The creating texts study focuses on:
Transforming texts – Students develop their understanding of genre
by considering how texts may be transformed into other forms of
the same text type or into text types different from the original.

Students produce responses that show the depth and clarity of their
understanding. They extend their ability to sustain a reasoned
critical argument by developing strategies that allow them to weigh
alternative opinions against each other. By focusing on the creativity
and craft of the authors, students develop strategies to enhance
their own skills in creating texts and put into practice the techniques
they have observed.

Creating a written, oral, or multimodal text - Students create a
written, oral, or multimodal text that demonstrates understanding
and mastery of the features of the chosen text type. Students
develop an awareness and control of language techniques and
stylistic features appropriate to purpose, audience, and context.

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS

The following assessment types enable students to demonstrate
their learning in Stage 2 English Literary Studies:

ASSESSMENT

In this subject, students are expected to:
1. understand the interplay between author, text, and
context
2. analyse how ideas, perspectives, and values are
represented in texts and how they are received by
audiences
3. analyse and compare texts, through the identification of
the structural, conventional, and language and stylistic
features used by authors
4. use evidence to develop critical reasoning and support
sustained argument to justify critical interpretation of a
text
5. develop analytical responses to texts by considering and
challenging other interpretations
6. create oral, written, and/or multimodal texts that
experiment with stylistic features by using and adapting
literary conventions/express ideas in a range of modes to
create texts that engage the reader, viewer, or listener.

School Assessment (70%)

Assessment Type 1: Responding to Texts (50%)

Assessment Type 2: Creating Texts (20%)
External Assessment (30%)

Assessment Type 3: Text Study:
Part A: Comparative Text Study (15%) – prepared with
teacher guidance
Part B: Critical Reading (15%) – 90 minute examination
Students provide evidence of their learning through up to nine
assessments, including the external assessment component.

CONTENT
Stage 2 English Literary Studies is a 20-credit subject.
The content includes:



Responding to Texts
Creating Texts.
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Essential English

Essential English
Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

Prerequisites

Students must have studied Stage 1
Essential English or be invited to enrol
by the Faculty Director of English and
LOTE or by the Deputy Head –
Curriculum.

Creating Texts - Students create procedural, imaginative, analytical,
interpretive, or persuasive texts appropriate to a context.
Students should be aware of the stylistic features and textual
conventions of various forms.
Students create a persuasive text that advocates for an issue, cause,
or process relevant to a context in which the student is living,
studying, and/or working.

In this subject students respond to and create texts in and for a
range of personal, social, cultural, community, and/or workplace
contexts. Students understand and interpret information, ideas, and
perspectives in texts and consider ways in which language choices
are used to create meaning.

Students use strategies for planning, drafting, revising, editing, and
proofreading, and, where necessary, appropriate referencing.
Language Study - The language study focuses on the use of language
by people in a context outside of the classroom.
Students select one of the following contexts for study:
 workplace, training or volunteering
 virtual social networking
 a recreational or personal interest (e.g. sport, reading)
 educational/academic (e.g. school)
 cultural (e.g. language group, festival)
 the local community
 a community of interest.

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS
In this subject, students are expected to:
1. extend communication skills through reading, viewing, writing,
listening, and speaking
2. consider and respond to information, ideas, and perspectives in
texts selected from social, cultural, community, workplace,
and/or imaginative contexts
3. examine the effect of language choices, conventions, and
stylistic features in a range of texts for different audiences
4. analyse the role of language in supporting effective interaction
5. create oral, written, and multimodal texts that communicate
information, ideas, and perspectives for a range of purposes.

ASSESSMENT
The following assessment types enable students to demonstrate
their learning in Stage 2 Essential English:

CONTENT

School Assessment (70%)
 Assessment Type 1: Responding to Texts (30%)
 Assessment Type 2: Creating Texts (40%)

Stage 2 Essential English is a 20-credit subject.
The content includes:

External Assessment (30%)
 Assessment Type 3: Language Study (30%)

Responding to Texts - Students respond to a range of texts that
instruct, engage, challenge, inform, and connect readers. They
consider information, ideas, and perspectives represented in the
chosen texts.

Students provide evidence of their learning through seven
assessments, including the external assessment component.
Students complete:
 three assessments for responding to texts
 three assessments for creating texts
 one language study.

Students may explore the different points of view presented in a
text by analysing content, attitudes, stylistic features, and language
features. Students reflect on ways in which texts may be interpreted
through identifying the effect of language choice.
Students consider how perspectives are represented in texts to
influence specific audiences. For some texts students have an
opportunity to identify facts, opinions, supporting evidence, and
bias. In addition, students may consider how some points of view
are privileged while others are marginalised or silenced.
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Physical Education

Physical Education

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

CONTENT

Prerequisites

No formal prerequisites. However, it is
expected that all students are interested
in a variety of physical activities and
sport, and have displayed a consistent
and successful commitment to their
previous Physical Education course.
Stage 1 Physical Education is
recommended as is the successful
completion of a Stage 1 Science subject,
such as Biology. Correct PE uniform is
essential.

Theory – Principles and Issues


Principles and Issues: Physiology & Physical Activity
Concept 1: Sources of energy for physical performance
Concept 2: Effects of training and evaluation on physical
performance
Concept 3: Specific physiological factors which affect physical
performance



Principles and Issues: Skills and Biomechanics
Concept 1: Skills acquisition
Concept 2: Specific factors affecting learning
Concept 3: The effects of psychology of learning
Concept 4: Biomechanics improving performance



Principles and Issues: Issues Analysis
This module sees students investigating an issue of their choice,
relating to physical activity. They must demonstrate critical
analysis and interpretation of their research.

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS
In this subject, students are expected to:








Achieve a level of proficiency in performance of human physical
activities with reference to specific skill criteria.
Critically analyse and evaluate the personal, community, and/or
global implications of physical activity.
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of exercise
physiology, the biomechanics of human movement, and skills
acquisition, and communicate appropriate terminology.
Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of physical
education concepts relevant to physical activities.
Apply and reflect on principles and issues related to physical
performance and activity and skills acquisition.
Demonstrate initiative, self-reliance, collaborative skills,
leadership and effective interpersonal skills.

Practical Skills & Applications




Centrally developed practical 1 – Kayaking
Centrally developed practical 2 - Touch
Centrally developed practical 3 or negotiated practical

ASSESSMENT

At the end of the program in Stage 2 Physical Education, students
should be able to demonstrate and/or display:
1.

Knowledge and understanding of physical education concepts
relevant to specific physical activities.
2. Knowledge and understanding of exercise physiology, the
biomechanics of human movement, and skills acquisition.
3. Knowledge of understanding of appropriate terminology.
4. Proficiency in the performance of physical activities, with
reference to specific skill criteria.
5. Interpretation and application of skills, specific concepts, ideas,
strategies, and techniques, in a practical context.
6. Application of concepts of exercise physiology, the
biomechanics of human movement, and skills acquisition, in a
practical context.
7. Initiative, self-reliance, and leadership in practical activities.
8. Interpersonal and collaborative skills in team situations.
9. Critical analysis of practical techniques and performance.
10. Evaluation of the relevance of principles and concepts in a
given situation.
11. Critical analysis and evaluation of an issue related to physical
activity and relevant to local, regional, national, or global
communities.
12. Use of information from different sources, with appropriate
acknowledgement.

School based Assessment
Theory – 20%
Folio (including Issues Analysis), 3- 6 folio assessments
Practical - 50%
3 units e.g. Touch, Volleyball and Kayaking

70%

External Assessment
End of Year Examination 30%

30%

OTHER CONSIDERATIONS
Please note that Kayaking is one of the centrally developed
practicals. If students are uncomfortable in and around water,
particularly being submerged under water, then they are
encouraged to consider other subject options or speak to the
Prefect of Studies – Senior Years.
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Health

Health

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

Prerequisites

No formal prerequisites. However, it is
expected that all students are interested
in contemporary issues relating to
physical activity, sport, health and wellbeing. Stage 1 Scientific Studies is
recommended as topics presented in
this subject have an opportunity to flow
into similar topics in Stage 2 Health.

CONTENT
Health provides individual schools and classes’ flexibility in content
and assessment.
For a 20-credit subject, it is recommended that students:
•
study at least one core concept
•
undertake three option studies.

In this subject, students are expected to:

Core Concepts
Each core concept may be approached through one or more topics.
The list of suggested topics for each core concept is neither
prescriptive nor exhaustive. Teachers and students may negotiate
appropriate topics that enable the study of core concepts.

1. demonstrate a critical understanding of influences on personal
and community health and well-being

Core Concept 1: Health Literacy

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS

2. investigate and critique the roles and responsibilities of
individuals, communities, and governments in addressing health
and well-being issues and priorities

Core Concept 2: The Social and Economic Determinants of Health
Option Studies
Each option study may be approached through one or more topics.
The list of suggested topics for each option study is neither
prescriptive nor exhaustive. Teachers and students may negotiate
appropriate topics that support the study of one or more options.

Option Study 1: Health Promotion in the Community

Option Study 2: Health and Environment

Option Study 3: Sexuality and Health

Option Study 4: Health and Relationships

Option Study 5: Risks and Challenges to Health

Option Study 6: Stress and Health

Option Study 7: Vocational Studies and Applications in Health

3. critically analyse current trends and issues affecting the health
status of individuals and communities in Australia and globally,
and the role of education in promoting and enhancing health
outcomes
4. demonstrate participation, interpersonal, practical, and group
skills as applied to an area related to health
5. initiate and evaluate personal and social actions to promote
improved health outcomes for individuals and communities
6. demonstrate a critical understanding of, and apply, health
literacy skills.

ASSESSMENT - EVIDENCE OF LEARNING

At the end of the program in Stage 2 Health, students should be able
to demonstrate and/or display and understanding of some/all of the
following:
1.

2.

3.
4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

The following assessment types enable students to demonstrate
their learning in Stage 2 Health:

recognise various factors that shape the behaviour and
attitudes of individuals and groups in relation to healthy living
and caring for themselves and the environment.
gain an understanding of how Health incorporates the
underpinning principles of respect for diversity, social justice,
and supportive environments.
consider the physical, emotional, social, cognitive, and spiritual
dimensions of well-being.
develop skills in health literacy by considering how changing
social structures, technologies, and community values, and
complex economic, political, environmental, and social issues,
affect the health and well-being of individuals and
communities.
examine the interrelationship of lifestyle, physical activity,
social behaviour, health care, and health care systems, and the
challenges of maintaining and promoting healthy environments
and healthy living in society.
examine the impact of interactions between the individual, the
family, the wider community, and the environment on the
health of populations.
recognise the important role of governments and other
agencies in addressing health priorities as well as the need to
allocate resources to build health and well-being at local, state,
national, and global levels.
be proactive in promoting lifelong skills to improve health
outcomes and quality of life for themselves and their
communities.

School Assessment (70%)
•
Assessment Type 1: Group Investigation and Presentation
(30%)
•
Assessment Type 2: Issues Analysis (3 assessments) (20%)
•
Assessment Type 3: Practical Activity (2 assessments) (20%)
External Assessment (30%)
•
Assessment Type 4: Investigation (30%).
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Ancient Studies

Ancient Studies

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits



Prerequisites

There are no formal prerequisites for
this course. However, interest, reading
skills and an ability to write in clear
prose and formal essay format are
recommended.




LEARNING REQUIREMENTS
In Ancient Studies, students draw on many other fields of study.
They consider the environmental, social, economic, religious,
cultural, and aesthetic aspects of societies. Students also explore
the ideas and innovations that shape and are shaped by societies.
Students critically engage with texts, including literary texts, and
analyse archaeological sources, and primary and secondary
historical sources. Students develop the inquiry skills that enable
them to challenge or confirm beliefs, attitudes, and values in the
ancient world.
Classical civilisations have been fundamental to the evolution of
Western Civilisation. While many cultures have contributed to our
society, none have been more formative than those of Greece and
Rome. These have continued to provide the foundations of
education. The course offers the study of many ancient civilisations
from 500BCE to 500CE. In the past, there has been a tendency to
focus on Classical Greece, as it was a corner stone for western
society.



School Assessment (70%)
Assessment Type 1: Skills and Applications (50%)
Assessment Type 2: Connections (20%)
External Assessment (30%)
Assessment Type 3: Inquiry (30%)
Students provide evidence of their learning through seven or eight
assessments, including the external assessment component.

Stage 2 Ancient Studies is a 20-credit subject that consists of the
study of three topics selected from the following:
Daily Life
Military Conflict – Persian Wars 500 – 479 BC
Political Power and Authority
Material Culture
Religion
Literature – prose, narrative or epic – Homer’s The Odyssey
Literature – drama and poetry – Sophocles Oedipus Rex;
Aristophanes Euripides’ Bacchae

Key Skills
The following skills are an essential part of the craft of inquiry in
Ancient Studies.









analyse how texts have been adapted for modern audiences in
representing the past through creative works, such as film,
novels, drama, visual arts, music, fiction, poetry, video games,
web pages, and other texts;
practice ethical scholarship, including use of appropriate
referencing techniques.

EVIDENCE OF LEARNING
The following assessment types enable students to demonstrate
their learning in Stage 2 Ancient Studies

CONTENT









communicate ideas and arguments appropriate to context,
purpose, and audience;
examine and explain the contributions of past civilisations to
contemporary cultural understandings and perspectives;

research historical and/or archaeological materials and select
information on the basis of relevance;
evaluate the authenticity, origin, reliability, usefulness,
limitations, and contestable nature of sources;
analyse and synthesise evidence from different types of
sources to develop an informed and persuasive argument;
pose hypotheses and/or ask focusing questions to guide, and
develop a coherent plan for, inquiry;
analyse texts to place events in their historical and/or literary
context and appreciate that the past can be explained through
a variety of narratives and perspectives;
evaluate differing perspectives on the past to understand the
contestable nature of historical and/or archaeological
knowledge and to draw reasoned conclusions;
analyse evidence of the historical concepts of evidence,
continuity and change, cause and effect, perspectives,
interpretations, and contestability;
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Economics

Economics

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

Prerequisites

No formal prerequisites

Folio assessments should provide ample opportunity for the
interpretation of a range of sources. Students use, interpret,
evaluate, and reflect on sources that may include statistics, graphs,
journals, newspapers, official reports, case studies, film, cartoons,
and articles. Students consider economic viewpoints, concepts, and
models presented in the sources.

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS
The learning requirements summarise the knowledge, skills, and
understanding that students are expected to develop and
demonstrate through their learning.

Content in the sources should focus on issues in the topics studied.

In this subject, students are expected to:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

6.

External Assessment

know, understand, communicate, and apply economic
concepts, principles, models, and skills;
explain the role of economic systems in dealing with the
economic problem of scarcity;
evaluate the effects of interdependence on individuals,
business, and governments locally, nationally, and globally;
evaluate and explain the way in which economic decisions
involve costs and benefits;
critically analyse and evaluate economic issues and events (past
and current) using economic models and the skills of economic
inquiry;
critically analyse and evaluate the impact of economic change
locally, nationally, and globally.

Assessment Type 3: Examination (30%)
Students undertake one 2-hour examination, which is divided into
two parts.
Part A consists of multiple-choice questions, short-answer
questions, responses to stimuli, and extended-response questions. It
draws on all parts of the following key areas:

Key Area 1: The Economic Problem

Key Area 2: Microeconomics

Key Area 3: Macroeconomics

Key Area 4: Globalisation
Part B requires students to write an essay from three questions
drawn from all parts of the following key areas:

Key Area 3: Macroeconomics

Key Area 4: Globalisation

CONTENT
Stage 2 Economics consists of skills developed in the following five
key areas of study:
Key Area 1: The Economic Problem
Key Area 2: Microeconomics

The Price Mechanism

Markets in Practice
Key Area 3: Macroeconomics

Macroeconomic Objectives and Their
Measurement

Determination of Output and Price Level
Key Area 4: Globalisation
Key Area 5: Poverty and Inequality
ASSESSMENT
Evidence of Learning
School-based Assessment (70%)
Assessment Type 1: Skills and Applications Tasks (30%)
Students undertake at least two skills and applications tasks, which
may focus on any of the key areas of the subject content.
Skills and applications tasks may be written, oral, or multimodal.
Formats may include assignments, tests, short-answer questions,
multiple-choice questions, and responses to stimuli.
Assessment Type 2: Folio (40%)
Students undertake at least two directed assessments for the folio.
One folio assessment must focus on Key Area 5: Poverty and
Inequality.
Directed assessments may include media analysis, structured
investigations, oral presentations, issues studies and case studies,
assignments, essays, and reports.
There may be some opportunity for student participation in group
work and classroom discussion.
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Geography

Geography

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

Prerequisites

There are no formal prerequisites for
this course. However, interest, reading
skills and an ability to write in clear
prose and be able to write formal essays
are essential.

Population and Migration
Population Trends






LEARNING REQUIREMENTS
As the end of the programme in Stage 2 Geography, students should
be able to:









demonstrate knowledge and understanding of geographical
concepts of place, space, environment, interconnection,
sustainability, scale and change;
demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the complexity
of human-environment interdependence in local, national,
and/or global contexts;
use geographical and fieldwork skills, including the use of
spatial technologies, to examine geographical features,
patterns, and processes;
analyse information to evaluate projections for change, and
make recommendations for improvements to human and
physical environments;
evaluate the environmental, social, and economic causes,
effects, and consequences of change;
communicate geographical information, using subject-specific
terminology and visual representations.

changing birth and death rates;
increased life expectancy and ageing;
changing population structures;
consequences of changing population structures;
economic and sociocultural factors influencing population
trends;
contemporary case studies of population trends in
economically developed countries and economically developing
countries.

Movement of People






global distribution of the human population;
types of migration within countries and between countries;
causes of migration, including push and pull factors;
the impacts of migration at origin and destination;
community and political responses to the voluntary and forced
movement of people.

Assessment Component 1: Individual Fieldwork Report



CONTENT



Through the concept of geographical change, students examine the
transformation of human and physical environments and their
interconnectedness. Students study the causes of change in
environmental, social, and economic systems, consider the impacts
and implications of these changes, and consider possible strategies
and recommendations for sustainability. In each of the three
systems, students examine the role of people in causing both
positive and negative changes. Through the study of environmental
change, students investigate the interrelationship between people
and ecosystems, changes in land cover, and how people contribute
to climate change. Students develop their understanding of
population and economic change and how these are interdependent
through the study of population trends, the impact of globalisation,
and patterns of inequality.





the spatial dimension of the issue, to establish its geographical
nature;
a study of the biophysical and/or human systems relevant to
the issue;
the diversity of views and perceptions, including those of
indigenous peoples;
the social, economic, and environmental consequences of
management responses to the issue;
an evaluation of findings, conclusions, or recommendations
made;
future possibilities, including reference to sustainability.

Assessment Component 2: Geographical Skills and Application






Core Topic
Ecosystems and People

characteristics of ecosystems and ecosystem functions,
including the interconnections between water, soil,
atmosphere, vegetation, and other living things;

resources provided by ecosystems, including food, water,
wood, and medicines;

services provided by ecosystems, including the regulation of
climate, natural hazard mitigation, water purification, nutrient
cycling, and erosion control;

the impacts of people on ecosystems, including land-cover
changes, land degradation, and biodiversity loss;

an ecological footprint and how it is measured;

the relationship between population change, resource use,
biocapacity, biodiversity, sustainability, and ecological
footprint;

analysis of variation of ecological footprints between countries;

contemporary case studies of strategies to reduce the
ecological footprint of people and improve sustainability of
ecosystems.
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evaluation of measures to reduce carbon emissions in a specific
country;
a case study of the impact of global warming on a specific
location;
comparative analysis of ecological footprints in developed and
developing countries;
construction and analysis of population pyramids;
an enquiry into a specific example of economic migration or
refugee movement;
mapping globalisation patterns using appropriate spatial
technologies;
a report on the impact of globalisation on an Indigenous
culture;
an oral or multimodal presentation about an aspect of global
inequality;
a decision-making exercise evaluating possible responses by
non-government organisations or corporations to an example
of inequality;
a proposal or recommendation to support local business in
competition with multinationals.

Geography
ASSESSMENT
Formative assessment supports student progress. Summative
assessment will be used to determine the levels of achievement in
the syllabus objectives.
The student achievement score is calculated on:
Assessment Component 1: Individual Fieldwork Report
30%
Assessment Component 2: Geographical Skills & Application 40%
Assessment Component 3: Examination
30%

Assessment will include:
Mapping skills
Field work
Short answer responses
Statistical analyses

Essays
Assignments
Reports
Investigative studies of issues and
analyses
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Legal Studies

Legal Studies

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

Prerequisites

No formal prerequisites

Topic 3: Law-making
A study of this topic develops an appreciation that law originates
from two fundamental sources — parliament and the courts — but
that parliament can delegate some law-making powers to the
executive. Parliament is the sovereign law-maker. However, courts
can make and extend law in the absence of statute law. This is called
common law. Courts can also create case law through statutory
interpretation. The key areas of study for this topic include Legislation, Delegated Legislation, Case Law and a Critical Analysis of
Different Modes of Law-making.

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS
The learning requirements summarise the knowledge, skills, and
understanding that students are expected to develop and
demonstrate through their learning.
In this subject, students are expected to:
1.

display knowledge and understanding of the influences that
have shaped the Australian legal system;

2.

know, understand, and analyse legal principles, processes, and
structures;

3.

recognise ways in which the Australian legal system responds
to diverse groups in the community;

4.

demonstrate civic literacy through inquiry into the legal system;

5.

analyse the Australian legal, constitutional, and justice systems;

6.

communicate informed observations and opinions on
contemporary legal issues and debates, using legal terminology
and appropriate acknowledgment of sources.

Topic 4: Justice Systems
A study of this topic develops an appreciation of the variety of lawful
mechanisms designed to achieve just outcomes in disputes. Such
mechanisms range from the more informal alternative dispute
resolution methods, where courts are not involved, to a variety of
formal court proceedings. This leads to an exploration of the
adversary system of trial. Students critically evaluate the Australian
criminal and civil justice systems and compare them with
alternatives available in the global community. The key areas of
study for this topic include - Dispute Resolution and the Critical
Analysis of the Justice System.
Students consider the effectiveness of:

the adversary system

the jury system

inquisitorial systems

CONTENT
The content in Stage 2 Legal Studies involves a study of the following
four topics:

ASSESSMENT

Topic 1: The Australian Legal System
A study of this topic develops an understanding that the Australian
legal system strives to reflect and protect the fundamental values
and beliefs of the community and that the community reflects the
prevailing values inherent in the legal system. Students should be
aware that in a democratic society based on the rule of law, all
behaviour is lawful unless prohibited by law. Criminal and civil laws
exist to bring about just outcomes in disputes.

School-based Assessment (70%)

Students consider the effectiveness of:

a constitutional monarchy

the separation of powers

executive government

parliamentary democracy

courts

Assessment Type 2: Inquiry (20%)
In this assessment type, students develop their literacy,
communication, and investigation skills. They have an opportunity
to demonstrate their civic literacy skills through the study of an issue
related to an aspect or aspects of this subject.

Assessment Type 1: Folio (50%)
The program of assessment covers a range of forms including:
collaborative activities, debates, essays, media analysis exercises,
multimedia presentations, oral presentations, short-answer
questions, short responses to stimuli, simplified mock trials, sources
analysis and tests.

In this independent learning assessment, students develop civic
literacy skills that allow for informed and participatory citizenship.
Students respond to a legal issue by researching, synthesising, and
analysing information and opinions, providing appropriate
referencing of sources. The assessment involves inquiry and
recommendation(s) or conclusion(s).

Topic 2: Constitutional Government
A study of this topic develops an appreciation of the basic principles
and features of constitutional government. The motives for
federation and the process leading to it are important in
understanding Australia’s system of constitutional government. The
key areas of study for this topic include - The Australian
Constitutional System, Australia’s Global Links , Rights of Indigenous
Peoples and a Critical Analysis of the Constitutional System. It will
also be important for students to understand the 
federal institutions of government on the model of the
separation of powers
– the legislative arm (parliament)
– the executive arm (executive government)
– the judicial arm (the courts)

division of legislative power between the Commonwealth and
the states or territories

External Assessment (30%)
Assessment Type 3: Examination (30%).
Students undertake a 3-hour external examination that is divided
into two parts:
Part A: Short Responses (60%)
Part B: Extended Responses (40%)
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Modern History

Modern History

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites for this
course. However, interest, welldeveloped reading skills and an ability to
write in clear prose and be able to write
formal essays are recommended.

Topic 11. Challenges to Peace and Security (1945- ) Northern
Ireland 1916-1994
Since 1945 the world has witnessed a range of challenges to regional
and global security by people and groups motivated by political,
economic, and/or religious ideologies. These people and groups
have frequently worked across borders and posed social, political,
and economical challenges to traditional national governments and
the wider international community. Their legitimacy, methods,
ideology, power, and long-term influence are highly contested.

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS
In the study of Modern History at Stage 2, students investigate the
growth of modern nations at a time of rapid global change. They
engage in a study of one nation, and of interactions between or
among nations.

Students investigate differing perspectives on, interpretations of,
and responses to the challenges posed by one or more groups,
through one case study or a comparison of two or more case
studies.

In their study of one nation, students investigate the social, political,
and economic changes that shaped the development of that nation.
They develop insights into the characteristics of a modern nation,
and the crises and challenges that have confronted it. Students also
consider the ways in which the nation has dealt with internal
divisions and external challenges, and the paths that it has taken.

The following are focus areas for study in this topic:

At Stage 2, students explore relationships among nations and
groups, examine some significant and distinctive features of the
world since 1945, and consider their impact on the contemporary
world.



the overview of conflicts



ideologies and tactics of conflict



the impacts of conflict



national, regional, and international responses.

ASSESSMENT – Evidence of Learning
Students investigate the political and economic interactions of
nations and the impact of these interactions on national, regional,
and/or international development. They consider how some
nations, including some emerging nations, have sought to impose
their influence and power, and how others have sought to forge
their own destiny.

The following assessment types enable students to demonstrate
their learning in Stage 2 Modern History:
School Assessment (70%)
Assessment Type 1: Historical Skills (50%)
Assessment Type 2: Historical Study (20%)

Through their studies, students build their skills in historical method
through inquiry, by examining and evaluating the nature of sources.
This includes who wrote or recorded them, whose history they tell,
whose stories are not included and why, and how technology is
creating new ways in which histories can be conveyed. Students
explore different interpretations, draw conclusions, and develop
reasoned historical arguments.

External Assessment (30%)
Assessment Type 3: Examination (30%)

CONTENT

Students provide evidence of their learning through seven
assessments, including the external assessment component.
Students undertake:

Topic 3. Germany (1918-48)



five historical skills assessments

The changes in Germany in the period 1918-48 have had a profound
impact on the history of Europe up to the present day. Students
analyse ways in which these changes were shaped by internal and
external forces and challenges. They undertake a study of the
demise of an empire, the birth of a republic, the creation of a
totalitarian dictatorship, a policy of military and territorial
expansionism, and the institutionalisation of genocide.



one historical study (student choice relating to any historical
issues from 1750, max. 2000 words)



one examination; (2 hours involving 1 essay and source
analysis)

A background study introduces students to the end of the First
World War, when the catastrophic experience of total war had
caused horrific losses to peoples and nations and left Germany a
devastated and divided nation.
The following are focus areas for study in this topic:




the liberal experiment
the road to dictatorship
the Nazi state in peace and war.
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Philosophy

Philosophy

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

Prerequisites

There are no prerequisites for this
course, however interest, reading skills,
an ability to write in clear prose and the
possession of analytical skills are
recommended.

CONTENT
PHILOSOPHICAL INQUIRY SKILLS
Philosophical inquiry skills are the cognitive skills of reasoning,
critical analysis, problem-solving, and evaluation of arguments.
Students will study and apply the principles of reasoning, and
identify forms of reasoning and the structure of arguments.

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS
This subject is designed to develop students’:

respect for intellectual integrity as a human value;

ability to identify the nature of philosophical issues and
methods;

ability to inquire into philosophical issues and engage in
philosophical argument;

skills of creative and independent critical thinking in articulating
and justifying philosophical positions;

understanding of the purpose and value of philosophical
thinking and reflection in providing a framework for reasoned
action.

These skills will be developed and applied throughout ‘Key Areas of
Philosophical Study’.
Assessing arguments is a fundamental skill that students need to
develop and apply throughout the course. Students should become
familiar with:

the general principles of reasoning;

types of reasoning;

the general structure of arguments;

the differences between good and bad arguments;

what makes an argument valid and what makes an argument
sound;

inductive and deductive arguments.

Philosophy is part of life: it shapes what people think, what they
consider to be of value, what they take as being the truth, and how
they engage with others and the world round them. Historically,
philosophers have been recognised as teachers of wisdom whose
contributions have helped to form society and its visions for the
future.

KEY AREAS OF PHILOSOPHICAL STUDY
Students are to undertake an indepth study of one topic from each
of the key areas.

Philosophical issues involve questioning people’s assumptions,
beliefs, and reasons for holding particular views. In these subjects
students can critically evaluate a range of ideas and theories in their
own culture and in other cultures. Students are encouraged to
become independent thinkers who reflect on philosophical issues in
the light of their own and other people’s experiences.

Key Area 1: Ethics
Ethics is a philosophical study of moral values and reasoning about
right and wrong. Ethical theories provide frameworks for
understanding moral disputes and conflicting claims.
Topics are:

Moral Understanding

Happiness as the Goal of Life

Rights and Responsibilities

Central to the study of philosophy is the investigation of problems
that arise from identified philosophical issues and are not
amendable to empirical methods of verification. Consequently,
philosophical problems tend to provoke disagreement and foster a
variety of views and theories about the nature of the world.
Investigation of these problems requires skills of critical reasoning,
developed through an understanding of reasoning and the
foundations of argument analysis.

Key Area 2: Epistemology
Epistemology is the study of knowledge and the justification of
belief. This key area will engage students in discussions about the
kinds of beliefs that can be justified and those that cannot be
justified, and the relationship between what can be seen or
perceived through the senses and what can be known.
Topics are:

Ways of Knowing

Perception

Scepticism

Relativism

Understanding how arguments work is essential to being a good
reasoner and a creative problem-solver. In this subject students will
learn how to think their way through problems, develop clarity of
thought, and present ideas, evidence, and reasons in an orderly way.
At the end of the program in Stage 2 Philosophy, students should be
able to:

identify and analyse philosophical issues and positions;

demonstrate knowledge of the role of reasoning and argument
in the expression of philosophical issues and positions;

formulate and argue a philosophical position;

use skills of critical thinking to investigate and test
assumptions, positions, and arguments presented by
themselves and others;

communicate philosophical issues and positions.

Key Area 3: Metaphysics
Metaphysics explores existence and reality taken as a whole.
Metaphysics can also include exploring the world beyond sensory
experience as a way of critically examining things that are taken for
granted, or searching for things that exist.
Topics are:

Freedom and Determinism

Reason and the Existence of God

Existentialism and Humanism

Bodies, Minds, and Persons

Equality and Difference
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Philosophy

Religion Studies

ASSESSMENT

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

Component 1: Argument Analysis
This assessment component is designed to assess primarily Learning
Outcomes 1, 4, and 5. It is weighted at 25%.

Prerequisites

No formal prerequisites.

Students undertake two argument analysis assessments and identify
the arguments of others by examining different types of text chosen
from, for example, popular news programs, poetry, film, lyrics,
interest group pronouncements and reports.

The Learning requirements summarise the knowledge, skills, and
understanding that students are expected to develop and
demonstrate through their learning.
There are no prerequisites for this course, however interest, reading
skills, an ability to write in clear prose and the possession of
analytical skills are recommended.

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS

Method of presentation could include debates, oral presentations,
short written analyses, visual displays, and electronic presentations,
or a combination of one or more of these. If in written form then
the total word count of both argument analysis assignments must
not exceed 1000 words.

In this subject, students are expected to:
1.

Component 2: Issues Analysis
This assessment component is designed to assess primarily Learning
Outcomes 1, 3, 4, and 5. It is weighted at 45%. Two summative
tasks must be included in the issues analysis.
Students should identify:





2.
3.

4.

why the issue chosen is a philosophical issue;
different responses to the philosophical issue;
what position they will take in response to the philosophical
issue;
how they will communicate this position to others.

5.
6.
7.

Component 3: Philosophical Issues Study
This assessment component is designed to assess all the learning
outcomes. It is weighted at 30%.

These learning requirements form the basis of the

learning scope

evidence of learning that students provide

assessment design criteria

levels of achievement described in the performance standards

This component will be externally marked by the SACE Board.
Students examine a philosophical issue that they choose in
negotiation with their teacher. Students should:



demonstrate, knowledge and understanding of diverse
religious beliefs, perspectives and experiences within or across
traditions
critically evaluate definitions of religion and spirituality
investigate and analyse how religion and spirituality in Australia
have an impact on, and are influenced by sociocultural,
historical, and/or political events and attitudes
explore and critically reflect on the personal and social
significance of religions and spirituality in traditional and
contemporary societies
investigate and report on a range of religious and spiritual
phenomena
critically analyse and evaluate religious and spiritual ideas,
concepts and issues presented in selected sources
investigate, apply, and communicate knowledge and
understanding of religions and spiritualities in local and global
contexts

CONTENT

identify and explicate a philosophical issue;
critically examine what philosophers have said about the issue.

Students study the core topic and two option topics.

The philosophical issues study is to be presented in written form but
it need not be in essay format and could include dialogue or any
other written genre. The maximum length is 2000 words.

Core Topic: Understanding Religion
Key Areas of Study
1. What is religion?
2. What are the key phenomena that make up religion?
3. Why study religion?
4. How are secular culture and religious culture linked?
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Religion Studies

Religious Education (SACE course)

Option Topics: Religious Traditions

Option Topic A: Buddhism

Option Topic B: Christianity

Option Topic C: Hinduism

Option Topic D: Indigenous Australian Spirituality

Option Topic E: Islam

Option Topic F: Judaism

Length

Semester: 10 Credits
(Taught over terms one, two and three)

Prerequisites

No formal prerequisites

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION COURSES FOR SACE CREDITS:
Leadership in a Digital World
The focus of this course will be the exploration of issues that face
young people living in a digital age and establishing an online
footprint that reflects their core values and principles. Students will
have the opportunity to critically evaluate leadership styles
portrayed in the media and discuss their responses to the everchanging world they live in, while challenging themselves to model
the values inherent in an Ignatian understanding of the world.

ASSESSMENT
The following assessment types enable students to demonstrate
their learning in Stage 2 Religion Studies:
School-based Assessment (70%)

Assessment Type 1: Source Analysis (25%)

Assessment Type 2: Folio Assignments (45%)

Ignatian Ecology – our relationship with God’s Creation
The focus of this course is the Ignatian understanding of the
development of the whole person through involvement in ecology.
The environmental and ecological challenges are at the core of the
mission of the Society of Jesus and an important area of Social
Justice. Students will have the opportunity to research, plan and
participate in outdoor activities taking in Fifth Creek and Blackhill
Conservation Park.

External Assessment (30%)

Assessment Type 4: Investigation (30%)

Ignatian Immersions – continuing the Journey
This course has been designed to be delivered to students who have
been part of an Ignatian Immersion experience to a range of
destinations including India, Vietnam, Cambodia, Timor-Leste,
Bathurst Island or Daly River. Their participation in the Immersion
and in the preparatory activities will contribute to the overall
learning in this subject.
Body, Mind and Spirit
The focus of this course is the Ignatian understanding of the
development of the whole person through involvement in Ignatian
Spirituality and sport. Students will develop wellbeing activities
based around their understanding of the connections between the
concepts of “Body Mind and Spirit” as well as monitor their own
wellbeing. They will have the opportunity to contribute to a sporting
activity within the school or community that contributes to
wellbeing and the building of community.
Arts – in the Ignatian tradition
In this course students will be exploring what it means to be an
Artist as a communicator of ideas and where inspiration comes
from. They will look at the role of the artist in society and the
significance of the Arts to humanity guided by the Jesuit tradition.
They will be actively involved in the creation of their own program.
All the above subjects have been designed to make the most of
learning and assessment opportunities that already exist in the life
of a Year 12 Ignatian student.
An Integrated Learning program is a focused study that has a
purpose, product, or outcome. An Integrated Learning program is
undertaken by a group of students in a school, or a student or
students involved in a community group, allowing them to explore
their connections with the wider community.
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Religious Education (SACE course)

Religious Education (Non-SACE course)

Integrated Learning can be organised in different ways according to
the needs and interests of the students and the school. In the case
of Saint Ignatius’ College it will be possible for students to explore in
a deeper and more focused manner how Ignatian Spirituality and
Action can be linked to one of the five areas listed above.

Length

Semester
(Taught over terms one, two and three)

Prerequisites

No formal prerequisites

This subject is the option for students who do not wish to undertake
the Religious Education or Religion Studies SACE courses. The
assessment tasks are not formal and will all be undertaken during
the class period. There will be no homework or assessment outside
of class time.

The learning requirements summarise the knowledge, skills and
understanding that students are expected to develop and
demonstrate through their learning.
In this subject, students are expected to:
1. develop and apply knowledge, concepts, and skills to achieve a
purpose;
2. investigate and analyse concepts, ideas, and skills from
different perspectives, using a variety of sources;
3. work collaboratively with others;
4. demonstrate self-awareness in reflecting on, and evaluating,
learning;
5. communicate ideas and informed opinions;
6. develop and understand connections between the program
focus and the capability in a capability in a chosen area of
study.

CONTENT
Content covered in each unit:
Religion and Science
This unit looks at the findings of Science on Cosmology and
Evolution, and addresses the question of seeing Christian Revelation
in this context.
Ignatian Spirituality
This unit examines definitions of spirituality and the search for
spirituality in the lives of people in the 21st Century. It focuses on
the Spiritual Humanism of the Jesuits, rooted in the Spiritual
Exercises of Saint Ignatius and the Renaissance. Students are given
an opportunity to discover how God moves in their lives and how to
hear the voice of God in the deep stillness of their hearts amid the
conflicting voices that surround them.

ASSESSMENT
There are four assessment tasks in these subjects – one of each of
the following.

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS

School Assessment (70%)

Through the undertaking of these units students will come to an
understanding of Ignatian Spirituality and a development of their
own spirituality through the Examen, Discernment, Praying with the
Imagination and the Study of Ignatius’ Conversion.

Assessment Type 1: Practical (30%)
For this task students develop and apply their learning by
undertaking and addressing real problems or challenges. The
practical may include interaction and collaboration with others in
the class, the school community, or the wider community.

They will gain knowledge of Science and Religion, and how through
this study, to look for truth and face the God questions through
philosophical and theistic reflections on evolution.

Assessment Type 2: Group Activity (20%)
Students work collaboratively in a group to plan, organise and
implement a practical and/or theoretical task or project. Students
reflect on their contribution and on the collaborative processes and
outcomes.

Students will:

develop and apply knowledge, concepts and skills;

work collaboratively with others;

demonstrate self-awareness in reflection and evaluation of
learnings;

communicate and articulate ideas and informed opinions;

develop skills in reflection, discernment and meditation.

Assessment Type 3: Folio and Discussion (20%)
Students develop a folio to support their round-table discussion on
the depth, extent, and focus of the learning that has taken place.
The purpose of the folio is to demonstrate significant personal
learning.

ASSESSMENT

External Assessment Type 4: Project (30%)
Students select an aspect of personal interest from the program
covered. This project provides an opportunity for students to
explore an aspect of the program focus and a capability covered in
the course (e.g. Citizenship, Personal Development,
Communication). This project can be submitted in written form
(1000 words for a 10 credit subject) or can be in the form of a film, a
video of a dramatic presentation, a website or another multimodal
form).

Assessment for these units is a written Journal, essay or a written
Report. The assessment tasks are not formal and will all be
undertaken during the class period. There will be no homework or
assessment outside of class time.
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Essential Mathematics

General Mathematics

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

Prerequisites

Successful completion of any two units
of Stage 1 Mathematics

Prerequisites

Successful completion of Stage 1
Mathematical Methods A & B or
General Mathematics with a minimum
C+ grade average

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS
This subject is designed to develop students’:

confidence with mathematical concepts and relationships,
and use of mathematical skills and techniques in a range of
contexts;

appreciation of the power, applicability, and elegance of
mathematics in analysing, investigating, modelling, and
describing aspects of the world;

facility with mathematical language in communicating ideas
and reasoning;

problem-solving and abstract thinking skills;

appreciation of the importance of electronic technology in
mathematics;

mathematical knowledge and skills so that they may become
informed citizens capable of making sound decisions in the
world of work and in their personal environments.

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS
This subject asks students to examine what has happened and
what is happening in the world round them, and to interact with
their findings. It enables students to see mathematics as a creative
human response to an external environment through a study of
contemporary situations or case-studies.
This subject is designed to develop students’:

confidence with mathematical concepts and relationships,
and use of mathematical skills and techniques in a range of
contexts;

appreciation of the power, applicability, and elegance of
mathematics in analysing, investigating, modelling, and
describing aspects of the world;

facility with mathematical language in communicating ideas
and reasoning;

problem-solving and abstract thinking skills;

appreciation of the importance of electronic technology in
mathematics;

mathematical knowledge and skills so that they may become
informed citizens capable of making sound decisions in the
world of work and in their personal environments.

Programs in this subject lead to courses in building and
construction, aquaculture, agriculture, retail, office management,
visual arts, engineering trades, small business, tourism and
hospitality and nursing and paramedical areas.
CONTENT
Essential Mathematics offers students the opportunity to extend
their mathematical skills in ways that apply to practical problemsolving in everyday and workplace contexts. Students apply
their mathematics to diverse settings, including everyday
calculations, financial management, business applications,
measurement and geometry, and statistics in social contexts.

CONTENT
General Mathematics offers students the opportunity to develop a
strong understanding of the process of mathematical modelling
and its application to problem-solving in everyday workplace
contexts.

The following five topics will be studied:






A problem-based approach is integral to the development of both
the models and the associated key concepts in the topics. These
topics cover a range of mathematical applications, including linear
functions, matrices, statistics, finance, and optimisation.

Scales, Plans, and Models
Measurement
Business Applications
Statistics
Investments and Loans

The following five topics will be studied:






Research, interpretation, and project work are an important part
of this course. The student can expect to spend considerable time
at a computer terminal.
ASSESSMENT
Assessment in Essential Mathematics consists of the following
components, weighted as shown.
Assessment Component 1: Skills and Application Tasks
Assessment Component 2: Mathematical Investigators
Assessment Component 3: Examination

Modelling with Linear Relationships
Modelling with Matrices
Statistical Models
Financial Models
Discrete Models

ASSESSMENT
Assessment in General Mathematics consists of the following
components, weighted as shown:

30%
40%
30%

Assessment Component 1: Skills and Applications Tasks
Assessment Component 2: Mathematical Investigators
Assessment Component 3: SACE Board Examination

The final achievement grade is determined by school assessment
(70%) and the SACE Board final examination (30%). The school
assessment is moderated externally by the SACE Board. Each
student is required to keep a folio of assessed work for external
moderation.

40%
30%
30%

The final achievement grade is determined by school assessment
(70%) and the SACE Board final examination (30%). The school
assessment is moderated externally by the SACE Board. Each
student is required to keep a folio of assessed work for external
moderation.
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Mathematical Methods

Specialist Mathematics

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

Prerequisites

Successful completion of Stage 1
Mathematical Methods A & B with a
minimum C+ grade average

Prerequisites

Successful completion of Stage 1
Mathematical Methods A & B and
Specialist Mathematics with a
minimum B- grade average. Stage 2
Specialist Mathematics must be
studied concurrently with or after
Mathematical Methods.

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS
This subject allows students to explore, describe, and explain
aspects of the world round them in a mathematical way. It focuses
on the development of mathematical skills and techniques to
facilitate this exploration. It places mathematics in relevant
contexts, dealing with relevant phenomena from the students’
common experiences, as well as from scientific, professional, and
social contexts.

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS
Specialist Mathematics draws on and deepens students’
mathematical knowledge, skills, and understanding, and provides
opportunities for students to develop their skills in using rigorous
mathematical arguments and proofs, and using mathematical
models. It includes the study of functions and calculus.
The subject leads to study in a range of tertiary courses such as
mathematical sciences, engineering, computer science, and
physical sciences. Students envisaging careers in related fields will
benefit from studying this subject. Specialist Mathematics is
designed to be studied in conjunction with Mathematical Methods.

Students who want to enter areas such as architecture, economics
and biological, environmental, geological, and agricultural science
should study Mathematical Methods. Students envisaging careers
in other related fields may also benefit from studying this subject.
If studied in conjunction with Specialist Mathematics, it will
provide students with pathways into courses such as mathematical
sciences, engineering, computer science, physical sciences, and
surveying.

This subject is designed to develop students’:

confidence with mathematical concepts and relationships,
and use of mathematical skills and techniques in a range of
contexts;

appreciation of the power, applicability, and elegance of
mathematics in analysing, investigating, modelling, and
describing aspects of the world;

facility with mathematical language in communicating ideas
and reasoning;

problem-solving and abstract thinking skills;

appreciation of the importance of electronic technology in
mathematics.

This subject is designed to develop students’:

confidence with mathematical concepts and relationships,
and use of mathematical skills and techniques in a range of
contexts;

appreciation of the power, applicability, and elegance of
mathematics in analysing, investigating, modelling, and
describing aspects of the world;

facility with mathematical language in communicating ideas
and reasoning;

problem-solving and abstract thinking skills;

appreciation of the importance of electronic technology in
mathematics;

mathematical knowledge and skills so that they may become
informed citizens capable of making sound decisions in the
world of work and in their personal environments.

CONTENT
Specialist Mathematics extend students’ mathematical experience
and their mathematical flexibility and versatility, in particular, in
the areas of complex numbers and vectors. The general theory of
functions, differential equations, and dynamic systems provides
opportunities to analyse the consequences of more complex laws
of interaction.

CONTENT
The following six topics will be studied:







Further Differentiation and Applications
Discrete Random Variables
Integral Calculus
Logarithmic Functions
Continuous Random Variables and the Normal Distribution
Sampling and Confidence Intervals.

The following six topics will be studied:







ASSESSMENT
Assessment in Mathematical Methods consists of the following:
Skills and Applications Tasks
Mathematical Investigators
SACE Board Examination

Mathematical Induction
Complex Numbers
Functions and Sketching Graphs
Vectors in Three Dimensions
Integration Techniques and Applications
Rates of Change and Differential Equations.

ASSESSMENT

50%
20%
30%

Consists of the following:
Skills and Applications Task
Mathematical Investigators
SACE Board Examination

The final achievement grade is determined by school assessment
(70%) and SACE Board final examination (30%). The school
assessment is moderated externally by the SACE Board. Each
student is required to keep a folio of assessed work for external
moderation.

50%
20%
30%

The final achievement grade is determined by school assessment
(70%) and SACE Board final examination (30%). The school
assessment is moderated externally by the SACE Board. Each
student is required to keep a folio of assessed work for external
moderation.
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Biology

Chemistry

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

Prerequisites

No formal prerequisites

Prerequisites

Although the study of Year 11 Biology
is not required, it is an advantage. It is
desirable for students to have
successfully completed Year 10
Science. Year 11 Chemistry knowledge
may assist students.

Successful completion of 20 credits of
Stage 1 Chemistry with a minimum C+
grade average.

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS
The learning requirements summarise the knowledge, skills, and
understanding that students are expected to develop and
demonstrate through their learning.

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS

In this subject, students are expected to:

The learning requirements summarise the knowledge, skills, and
understanding that students are expected to develop and
demonstrate through their learning.

1.
2.

In this subject, students are expected to:
1.
2.
3.

4.

5.

6.

3.

identify and formulate questions, hypotheses, concepts, and
purposes that guide biological investigations
design and conduct individual and collaborative biological
investigations
manipulate apparatus and use technological tools and
numeracy skills to obtain, represent, analyse, interpret, and
evaluate data and observations from biological investigations
select and critically evaluate biological evidence from
different sources and present informed conclusions and
personal views on social, ethical, and environmental issues
communicate their knowledge and understanding of
biological concepts using appropriate biological terms and
conventions
demonstrate and apply biological knowledge and
understanding of concepts and interrelationships to a range
of contexts and problems, including by presenting alternative
explanations.

4.
5.
6.

demonstrate and apply knowledge and understanding of
chemical concepts and interrelationships
formulate questions, manipulate apparatus, record
observations in practical chemical activities, and design and
undertake chemistry investigations
demonstrate an understanding of how knowledge of
chemistry can be used to make informed conclusions or
decisions, taking into account social and environmental
contexts
develop possible solutions to a variety of problems in
chemistry in new or familiar contexts
critically analyse and evaluate chemical information and
procedures from different sources
communicate in a variety of forms using appropriate
chemical terms and conventions.

These learning requirements form the basis of the:
learning scope
evidence of learning that students provide
assessment design criteria
levels of achievement described in the performance standards.
CONTENT
Topics
Monitoring the Environment
Managing Chemical Processes
Organic and Biological Chemistry
Managing Resources

These learning requirements form the basis of the:
learning scope
evidence of learning that students provide
assessment design criteria
levels of achievement described in the performance standards.

ASSESSMENT
CONTENT

External Examination
School based assessment

The core topics, listed below, are compulsory:

This school based assessment will include:
Assessment Type 1: Investigations Folio (30%)
Assessment Type 2: Skills and Applications Tasks (40%)

DNA and Proteins
Cells as the Basis of Life
Homeostasis
Evolution
Students are required to complete two summative practical
activities. In addition students are required to submit one
summative Science as a Human Endeavour task.
ASSESSMENT
External Examination
School based assessment

30%
70%

This school based assessment will include:
Assessment Type 1: Investigations Folio (30%)
Assessment Type 2: Skills and Applications Tasks (40%)
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30%
70%

Physics

Psychology

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

Prerequisites

Successful completion of 20 credits of
Stage 1 Physics with a minimum C+
grade average.

Length

Full Year: 20 Credits

Prerequisites

No formal prerequisites

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS

LEARNING REQUIREMENTS
In this subject, students are expected to:

The learning requirements summarise the knowledge, skills, and
understanding that students are expected to develop and
demonstrate through their learning.

1. demonstrate knowledge and understanding of the factors that
cause psychological differences and similarities between
people and give examples of how these factors affect the
behaviour of themselves, others and groups;
2. analyse the behaviour of themselves, others, and groups of
people in different contexts in a way that recognises the values
of independence and interdependence;
3. demonstrate an understanding of ethical research by
designing, undertaking, and evaluating guided investigations;
4. make informed decisions about issues, events, and situations
in society by applying relevant psychological principles and
ethics and by presenting particular points of view, giving
examples of the thinking and reasoning behind them;
5. demonstrate organisation and critical reflection in the
application of psychological principles, taking into account
ethical considerations;
6. search for, record, evaluate, and organise psychological
information and use appropriate terms effectively to
communicate key ideas, understanding, processes, and values
in a range of different contexts;
7. undertake a variety of roles while working as a member of a
team to achieve individual and shared goals.

In this subject, students are expected to:
1.
2.

3.
4.

5.

6.

identify and formulate questions, hypotheses, concepts, and
purposes that guide investigations in physics
design and conduct collaborative and individual
investigations in physics using appropriate apparatus and
safe working practices and by observing, recording, and
interpreting the phenomena of physics
represent, analyse, interpret, and evaluate investigations in
physics through the use of technology and numeracy skills
select, analyse, and critically evaluate the evidence of physics
from different sources, and present informed conclusions or
decisions on contemporary physics applications
communicate knowledge and understanding of the concepts
and information of physics using appropriate physics terms
and conventions
demonstrate and apply knowledge and understanding of
physics to a range of applications and problems.

These learning requirements form the basis of the:
learning scope
evidence of learning that students provide
assessment design criteria
levels of achievement described in the performance standards.

CONTENT
Compulsory Topic

Introduction to Psychology
Option Topics

Social Cognition

Learning

Personality

Psychobiology of Altered States of Awareness

Healthy Minds

CONTENT
Topics
Motion and Relativity
Electricity and Magnetism
Light and Atoms
ASSESSMENT
The final mark in Physics will be made up of:
External examination
School based assessment

ASSESSMENT
30%
70%

The following assessment types enable students to demonstrate
their learning in Stage 2:

This school based assessment will include:
Assessment Type 1: Investigations Folio (30%)
Assessment Type 2: Skills and Applications Tasks (40%)

School Assessment (70%)
Assessment Type 1: Investigations Folio (30%)
Involves at least one individual investigation and at least one group
investigation.
Assessment Type 2: Skills and Applications Tasks (40%)
Students undertake:

at least 1 practical investigation and at least one issues
investigation for the folio

at least two skills and application tasks.
External Assessment (30%)
Two hour examination at the end of the year involving short
answer and extended responses.
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