
Science and 
sport runaway 
combination
TIM WILLIAMS

SEB Ricci had a tough start 
to his schooling, but a stellar 
finish.

As a young boy he suffered
from juvenile arthritis, 
sometimes needing to be 
carried around when the 
condition was at its worst.

“When I was in Year 1, 
Year 2 and for a few years 
after that, I couldn’t run. 
That’s what every kid wants 
to do, but I couldn’t do any of 
it,” he recalls.

“Maybe because of that I
gained a bit of an academic 
interest. It was a difficult time 
but I didn’t let that stop me. 

“I wanted to get into 
sports and I got into as much 
as I could later on, with water 
polo and squash.”

The interest in water polo,
in which he represented St 
Ignatius’ College, came from 
the hydrotherapy he did for 
his knees as a youngster.

“Water polo’s just treading

water, and I thought ‘I’ve 
been doing that for years 
now’,” he says.

The 17-year-old also 
captained his school squash 
team, saying that in Year 12 
the “pretty obscure sport” 
was “a good way to keep the 
mind sharp and relax as 
well”.

So sharp, in fact, that Seb
achieved SACE Merits in 
Chemistry and Physics, a 
99.85 ATAR, and a Governor 
of SA Commendation.

He was one of just a 
handful of students to do 

Year 12 Latin, which he 
completed while in Year 11. 
“Our school is the only 
school in the state that offers 
it, I believe. It is a beautiful 
language even though it is 
dead,” he says.

“Latin gave me a greater
understanding of a lot of 
languages – Italian as well as 
English and French.”

Seb, who is hoping to 
study medicine at Adelaide 
University after a heavy load 
of science subjects in Year 12, 
also won St Ignatius’ Most 
Valuable Performer award 
for his theatrical prowess and 
was part of the school’s social 
justice group.

He also volunteered for 
the Smith Family in a buddy 
program where he helped a 
primary school boy with 
reading three times a week 
over the phone.

“Over the year I saw (him
make) a lot of progress, 
which was the most 
heartwarming part,” he says.
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BEATING ADVERSITY: Seb Ricci hopes to study medicine. Picture: AAP/ BRENTON EDWARDS
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