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Re:  Australian Jesuit Province Response to COVID-19 

Dear Province community, 
 
As we continue to enter into a changing national space in response to this new 
pandemic, it is important for all of us to receive accurate and consistent messages.  It is 
also most important we work together to positively respond to the virus and not just try 
to manage or avoid it. 

Our nation continues to review and revise its response and, as we might hope, always 
seek the common good.  Our response as a Province is about responsible self-care and 
care for those whom we serve. 
 
As we review our personal, family, community and ministry responses, I believe it is 
important that we allow our Ignatian values to guide and encourage us.  Fear can be a 
dangerous companion but it is one we Christians know in the journey to Easter.  Trust, 
communication and conversation can help overcome our fears. 
 
As members of God’s creation, we acknowledge our personal value and human dignity. 
We take personal responsibility for our own health and wellbeing and we take seriously 
the advice of medical experts.  As privileged sharers of Australian’s health and food 
resources, we need to remember to consider the health and wellbeing of others, 
particularly those more vulnerable at this time.  We allow this period in history to foster 
a new consciousness of belonging to the human family.  Greater attentiveness to ‘social 
distancing’ can become a new and heightened awareness of the presence and wellbeing 
of others: at home, in the workplace and as we move around. 
 
Tomorrow, Friday 20 March, I will meet with the members of the Province’s Ministries 
Commission.  I will  ask them to work closely with all our ministries to foster that 
communion of conversation, care and support that will guide and support us in the 
months to come.  I will meet with my consultors next Monday and Tuesday to make 
decisions regarding coming Province events.  I will communicate with you further 
following these meetings. 
 
I thank you for your care for each other and the most vulnerable amongst us in these 
challenging times. We are all, regardless of our roles or titles, called upon to 
demonstrate key characteristics of leadership: courage, empathy, and hope.   
 
As we continue together on the journey to Easter let us not lose sight of the hope that 
is promised despite our fears, vulnerabilities and uncertainties. 
 

 
Brian F McCoy SJ 
Provincial 


