
PARLIAMENT

THE SCIEN
OF POLITICS

Ashlee Leach has never planned 
a career in politics but that
might change with her
appointment as the state’s new
youth “Premier”. The Athelstone
resident, and Year 11 student,
will lead this week’s sitting of 
Youth Parliament.
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Our ‘nerd’ 
set to lead
the youth
Parliament
ATHELSTONE

Kaysee Miller

SELF-PROCLAIMED “sci-
ence nerd” Ashlee Leach has
never planned a career in
politics but that might change
with her appointment as the
state’s new youth “Premier”.

The St Ignatius’ College
Year 11 student has been cho-
sen from a statewide pool of 16
to 25-year-olds to lead this
week’s sitting of Youth Parlia-
ment.

While it was intimidating
being among the youngest
participants at the annual
event, Miss Leach hoped to
bring exuberance to the role.

“It’s really really exciting, I
never thought that I would be
appointed because I’m a first
year [to the program] and I
don’t have any experience,”
she says.

“I’m pretty enthusiastic,
while [older members] may
have the experience, I’m will-
ing to bring anyone in and I’m
that person anyone can talk
to.”

Miss Leach will present
legislation she has drafted on

housing reform, with current
housing issues facing young

people inspiring the choice. 
“The young people in our

group realised it was some-
thing relevant to everyone
and it was something a lot of
people are concerned about,”
she says.

“We figured that if this Bill
is going to the SA representa-
tives in State Parliament then
we could have an input into
that and have a say into what
we want for our future.”

Miss Leach’s passion for sci-
ence has also fostered an in-
terest in waste management
reforms based on leading edge
waste recycling technology
used in South Korea and Swe-
den.

“I’ve always been that per-
son that takes every oppor-
tunity that comes to them.
Any chance I have to make a
change I’m going to take it,”
she says. 

St Ignatius College student Ashlee Leach, 16, has been selected as the
premier of the Youth Parliament. PICTURE: AAP/ROY VANDERVEGT
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