
ATHELSTONE

The power of a 
little self belief

A MATTER
OF 
PRINCIPALS

We sat down
for a chat
with St
Ignatius
College
principal

Father Rob Davoren, 
who has worked at the 
school for 17 years.

What made you decide to
work in education?

I’m an old scholar of the
college and I was pretty im-
pressed with what the Jesu-
its were doing at that time. It
is a pretty exciting field to be
in where you are working
with young people and help-
ing them to grow into won-
derful young men and
women. 

What’s been your proud-
est moment in education?

It is hard to pinpoint par-
ticular occasions, but times
when I am very proud is
when I hear about what our
old scholars are doing.
Whether it is by way of peo-

ple working overseas in or-
phanages or seeking to do
some really good things with
their lives which include
other people.

If there is one piece of ad-
vice you could impart on
students, what would it
be?

It is probably a case of
trusting yourself that you
have got more in you than
you probably have. The old
thing about dusting yourself
off if you fail and get back on
the horse again. By getting
them to believe in them-
selves and to realise the re-
sources around them is a
main message I would have.

If you weren’t a teacher,
what would be your ideal
job?

Any job where I was able

to engage with people. I
enjoy technology myself, al-
though I don’t get much time
for it. I have really enjoyed
my time as a Jesuit priest as
it teaches you so much. I
suppose one advantage of
being a Jesuit is that I can go
off, be a parish priest, work
in the mission and work
with refugees.

What was your best sub-
ject at school? And your
worst?

I enjoyed economics, his-
tory and geography. I wasn’t
too good at maths as it was
always a challenge.

Were you ever sent to the
principal’s office?

Yes, I think I probably
was. In fact, I remember my
Year 9 days with some em-
barrassment. I’m just glad
that the present students
don’t know what I got up to.

What do you enjoy doing
in your school holidays?

I enjoy travelling, walk-
ing, being on the beach and
catching up with friends.

Ref: 659171919
Copyright Agency Limited (CAL) licenced copy

East Torrens Messenger
Wednesday 21/09/2016
Page: 8
Section: General News
Region: Adelaide, AU
Circulation: 30621
Type: Suburban
Size: 232.00 sq.cms.

AUS: 1300 1 SLICE NZ: 0800 1 SLICE     service@slicemedia.com 

press clip


